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MEMORIAL DAY NUMBER 


Che Patriotic Dead 


How sleep the brave, who sink to rest By fairy hands their knell is rung, 

By all their country’s wishes blessed! By forms unseen their dirge is sung; 
When Spring, with dewy fingers cold, There Honor comes, a pilgrim gray, 
Returns to deck their hallowed mould, To bless the turf that wraps their clay; 
She there shall dress a sweeter sod And Freedom shall awhile repair 

Than Fancy’s feet have ever trod, To dwell, a weeping hermit, there. 


—WILLIAM COLLINS 


_The celebration of Memorial Day will henceiorth no longer be confined to this country. The 
mortal remains of many of our heroes are resting in foreign lands, and the bond in which the Allies 
are united in peace as in war will give to Memorial Day an international character and scope. 


The following incident is beautiful in its conception, as well as prophetic of future expressions 
of tender regard for those ‘‘who counted not their lives dear to themselves:’’ 


Upon the invitation of Major C. E. H. Medhurst, Commander British Palestine Flying Squadron, 
Lincoln Wirth and G. R, Carrier, of the American Committee for Armenian and Syrian Relief, made 
on April 11th a 200-mile’ flight from Ei Ramle to the Jordan and return, circling Jerusalem three 
times. : 


While flying low Dr. Wirt dropped flowers on the new Soldiers’ Cemetery on the Mount of Olives, 
and copies of an Easter message upon the British Military Headquarters and the American Red Cross 
Hospital in Jerusalem. 


The message dropped reads as follows: 
‘‘Peace be within thy gates and prosperity within thy palaces, O Jerusalem! 


“‘From the skies that look down upon the Holy City and on the advent of the first Easter in 1,000 
years upon which those who bear His Name may freely approach the Tomb of our Lord without 
fear and without reproach, two Americans—members of the American Relief Expedition which comes 
from the Western Contixfent bringing gifts and sympathies to those who have suffered and are in 
‘need—venture to drop upon the City of David this expression of their deep satisfaction (a satisfaction 
felt throughout Christendom to-day) in the triumphant redemption of the Holy Land and the promise 
of human brotherhood and religious freedom here, and everywhere. 


‘*T9 the gallant officers and soldiers of the British Army of Occupation who, in the spirit of 
Knights of old spared these holy shrines and lifted the Cross above the sword for all mankind, they 
offer, in the name of one hundred million fellow countrymen, this word of sincere appreciation. 


“‘Upon the graves of the noble dead—now being gathered from the hills and plains of Judea 
where they fell, to rest upon Olivet’s brow—we drop from the Syrian skies these flowers in grateful 
remembrance of those who counted not their lives dear unto themselves in an unselfish cause, And 
not for these alone, but for those others also, held in equal honor, who lie in unknown graves from 

' Dan to Beersheba. To all, history will give an immortal remembrance. 


(Signed) LINCOLN WIRT 
G. R. CARRIER 
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THE FORWARD MOVEMENT 


ITS WHENCE, WHAT AND WHITHER 


Each of the sixty-two Classes of the Church that are 
to convene this spring is to receive the message of the 
Forward Movement from a speaker who was present at 
the special session of the General Synod at Altoona. This 
has been arranged with no great difficulty, the men chal- 
lenged expressing pleasure, for the most part, over the 
privilege of bearing witness to the deep spiritual note 
that sounded throughout the Synod’s deliberations, and 
to the conviction shared by all in attendance, that the 
Holy Spirit was present in richest measure. Thus the 
men of that Synod are bringing testimony to the Church 
that the Forward Movement is God’s Answer to the many 
prayers that ascended within the weeks preceding and 
following, and the days during its session. If we believe 
that the Reformed Church originated in the plan of God 
for the redemption of His people, that she still has a 
prominent part to play in that plan, then we must believe 
that when her highest official body assembles in special 
session and humbly invokes God’s guidance, that He will 
respond by the rich bestowal of His Spirit and continue to 
guide the Movement that was born out of the council 
of that body. 


What is the Forward Movement? It’s just a little 
early to answer that question. The discreet teacher re- 
plies to the bright pupil’s query by saying, “We'll look 
that up, and take up the question again, tomorrow.” Per- 
sonally, I am thankful that the very name itself suggests 
the answer. After the horrors of war, the complications 
and crises precipitated by it, the weary period of marking 
time while we struggled and strove to clear away ob- 
structions, what child of God will not leap with joy as 
he hears the command to “Go Forward?” And quite 
apt is the title in that it creates no new thing. It’s to 
be a Movement on the part of the whole Church to fully 
realize its whole duty to the whole world. That should 
be big enough to challenge the finest minds and the firmest 
muscles; faithful men as well as fair maidens; to con- 
vince that it is no mere financial movement, though it 
must be characterized by safe and sure financial man- 
agement; that it is destined at the end to lay upon God’s 
altar the finest metal in fullest measure, though that should 


not be construed solely as the end of the Movement. 
When we take up this question again “tomorrow,” won't 


you have a letter on our desk stating what you think 
the Forward Movement is? 


The Forward Movement thankfully reports that it now 
has a local habitation as well as a name. On Monday, 
May 12th, office furniture was moved into a cozy and 
comfortable suite of offices at the north end of the seventh 
floor of the Reformed Church Building, and on the fol- 
lowing morning the Executive Secretary and his stenog- 
rapher, Mr. Walter D. Mehrling, moved in and work 
began. So when the Church papers of May 15th were 
delivered in which it was predicted that “it will not be 


many weeks before Dr. Apple and his associates will be. 
a general smile was indulged, he 


ready for business,” 


the practice of prayer habitual in every family in 1 
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it was already the evening of the third day of very viges oa 
orous work. Some of the “associates” referred to have ~ 
also been in for conference and some quite interesting 
announcements may soon be made. With the arrival of 
the Executive Secretary there need be no further intro- ott 
duction of him to the Church, and he wishes merely, — 
before passing to more important things, to thank most — 
heartily those who have either in public print or private — 
letter expressed confidence and good wishes. To all such 
and to all others the Secretary would say he craves young 
prayers, your sympathy and your patience until such time 
as your active assistance may be challenged. It m e 
be in order, however, to present to the Church the Chief 
Clerk of the office force, who has just completed the 
Middle year of his Seminary course, who brings to 
Forward Movement a thorough and most efficient tra 
ing in all forms of office work, and who from his tre 
toward the ministry, “counts it all joy” to be called upon 
to serve the Forward Movement. The combination is a — 
quite happy one, and Walter, as all his friends call him, 
will smile upon all comers from an eminence of six-feet- 
two, and yet it will be a smile of welcome tinged with 4 
all due modesty. When you come to the Reformed Church fe 
Building, take the express for the seventh floor; upon 
arriving there we are easy to find. ae 


Whither does the Movement tend? Both fovea nd 
downward. To a goal very definitely set that shall es- 
tablish a new record for the Church in the consecrat 
of self, service, and substance. But down to the las 
congregation and the last member, in a determination te 
do the old things in a better way. How may we ma 


Church so that the children may grow into an easy 
natural resort to the throne of grace with petition 
thanksgiving? How may the Sunday School be incre 
to the fullest working capacity and be supplied with 
sufficient quota of trained and consecrated teachers: 
may Church membership be idealized and glorified un 
it counts largest in the lives of our people? Howe m 
we come to regard our larger work as much our. 
as that of the local congregation, and our obliga 
contribute our full quota toward our Boards, instit 
and agencies, as much a matter of justice as pa 
janitor or the pastor’s salary? These are some 
questions of the whither of the Forward the 
not one of them raises the question of a large s 
money to be secured. That must come, and wil 
gladly and abundantly when the Church comes 
take as fully as was intended of the abundant lit 
the Master. The Church’s first and greatest nee 
money, but the consecration that lays money on tl 
If the movement succeeds in its spiritual objec 

raising of the budget will be a matter of no gre 
culty. 


paragraphs farther back? It will help us to 
own minds and may give us good material ; 
the nunds of others. _ Perhap s you 
alain aie aacelilg 


w 


May 22, 1919. | REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER | 


VOL. LXXXVIIIL., No. 21 PHILADELPHIA, PA., MAY 15, 1919 Whole Number 4091 


s 

e ormed The Publication and Sunday Sohood 
Board of the Reformed Church in ee 
Published every Thursday at ae GL United States, The Rev. C, Clever, D. D., 
Fifteenth and Race Streets, e gt ee The Rev. C, F. Kriete, D. D., 
ce-Pres.; N. M. Balliet, Esq., Recofd- 
Philadelphia, Pa. _-= g SEN e” ~~ ing Sec’y; Prof. C. O. Althouse, Treas- 
urer; The Rey. Rufus W. Miller, D. D., 

Executive Secretary. 


(FOUNDED 1827) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: Per year in advance, $2.00; Single Copy, 5 cents. In accordance with the almost universal wish of our subscribers, papers 
are sent until there is a specific order for discontinuance, Remittances are acknowledged by change of date following the subscriber’s name on 
the wrapper ; but receipts will be returned by letter when a stamp is enclosed for that purpose. All mail should be addressed to Reformed 
Chureh Building, 15th and Race Streets, Philadelphia, Pa.; articles for publication in care of the Editor; subscriptions and other business 


eorrespondence in care or the Business Department, Reformed Church Messenger, Checks in payment of subscriptions should be made payable 
to the REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


The Rey. Paut S. Leryzacn, D. D., Editor-in-Chief Departmental Editors 
The Rev. A. S. Bromer, Associate Editor and Supt. of Publications The Rev. THro. F. Herman, D. D. 
, The Rev. C. J. Mussrr, D. D., Editor Emeritus The Rev. CHartes E. ScHarrrer, D. D. 
GrorceE W. Warner, Circulation Manager Pror. H. W. Etson 
E. J. Dauiman, Field Representative Miss L. M. Harris 


The MESSENGER welcomes all news of the Reformed Church and all ideas and su i i 
‘ ggestions helpful to Christian life and service, from 
‘wy oheidaep Stated Clerks of Classes, members of Consistories, officers of Church Societies or other responsible contributors. The signature of 
ris writer is required in all cases. The MESSENGER does not assume responsibility for the views expressed in contributed articles, 
VERTISING RATE: Ten cents per Agate Line each Insertion. $1.40 per Inch each Insertion. (Fourteen lines to an inch.) Special 
Notices, set solid, double the price of display per counted line. Reading Notices, leaded, three times the price of display per counted Hine, 
Address all communications about idvertising to THE RELIGIOUS PRESS ASSOCIATION, 800-3 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia@Pa, 
Entered at the Postoffice at‘ Philadelphia, Pa., as second-class matter, January 18th, 1902. 


Acceptance for mailing at the special rate of postage provided im Seetion 1108, Act of October 8, 1917, authorised en July 11, 1918. 


Memorial Day 


“It singeth low in every heart, 
We hear it, each and all, 
A song of those who answer not, 
However we may call. 


They throng the silence of the heart, 
We see them as of yore— 

The kind, the true, the brave, the sweet, 
Who walk with us no more.” 


»~ 


S our Civil War began, a soldier from overseas came to America, enlisted in our army, and served 
A through the war. At the close of the war he casually remarked, that in his country it was -the 

custom of the people once a year to scatter flowers on the graves of the soldiers. It is supposed 
that this was the origin of our Memorial Day. 


Early in May, 1868, Adj’t-Gen’l N. P. Chipman conferred with National Commander John A. Logan, 
of the G. A. R., concerning the matter of haying that organization inaugurate the custom of spreading 
flowers on the graves of all Union soldiers on a uniform day. General Logan was pleased with the idea, 
considered it the proper thing to do, and at once issued an order in which he named May 30, 1868. 
After speaking to the Grand Army comrades Gen’l Logan closed with these words: “It is the purpose 
of the commander-in-chief to inaugurate this observance with the hope that it will be kept up from year 
to year while a survivor of the war remains to honor the memory of the departed.” 


At first it was called “Decoration Day.” Then it was changed to “Memorial” as more fully express- 
ing the purposes of such an observance. And the Lord’s Day immediately preceding May 30 is Memorial 
Sunday, when in all the Churches throughout the land reference is made to our fallen and living heroes, 
appropriate prayers are said, and attention is cited to the lofty principles for which the sacrifice of life 
and treasure was made. How worthy and honorable is this day! It honors the patriot dead, the patriot 
living, and the patriot women, too, who at home rendered invaluable service by their prayers, with their 
needles, with their pens, and with their strong affection inspiring every soldier’s and sailor’s heart. 


Memorial Day of 1919 will be unique and extraordinary. The unnumbered dead of three wars will 
be memorialized: the heroes of the Civil War, the heroes of the Spanish-American War, and the heroes 
of the World War. A most remarkable fact will be recalled, that every one of these wars was in the 
cause of liberty, that great God-given spiritual boon, an inalienable right, which we call liberty. The War 
of the Revolution was for the same high purpose, that of human freedom. This potent, felicitous fact 
that Americans, when they have gone into war have fought for liberty, gives Memorial Day a high and 
holy place in the hearts of all patriots, and inspires us to pray for the comfort and blessing of Almighty 
God. 


Today we have unprecedented bereavement reaching out after consolation, and unprecedented reasons 
to honor the dead. This year’s Memorial Day should surpass all that have gone before in fervency of 
spirit, in loving devotion, in unreserved expression of patriotism, and in catholicity of observation. Those 

who sacrificed and died in the conflicts, and those who sacrificed and since have died should be remem- 
_bered and honored for the heroic, invaluable service they rendered for country, for humanity, and for 


God. 


“Cover them over with beautiful flowers ; 
Deck them with garlands, those brothers of ours; a: 
Lying so silent, by night and by day, ae 
Sleeping the years of their manhood away: ™; 
Years they had marked for the joys of the brave, 
Years they must wave in the sloth of the grave. 
All the bright laurels that promised to bloom 
Fell to the earth when they went to the tomb. 
Give them the meed they have won in the past, o 34 
Give them their honors their merits forecast; 

Give them the chaplets they won in the strife, ae 
Give them the laurels they lost with their life. 

Cover them over—yes, cover them over— 

Parent, and husband, and brother, 
Crown in your heart these heroes of ours, 
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Let the graves of the soldiers, sailors, marines and airmen be decorated with flags and flowers, and 
let the memory of their noble deeds be extolled in oratory and in song. 


and lover: 


And cover them over with beautiful flowers.” . - ; ae 


EDITORIAL 


REVISE THE CREED 


Is it reasonable to think that mere men, uninspired men, 
1400 years ago could have composed a creed to express 
precisely what we want to say in a creed today? Could 
men that far away and at a time when general intelligence 
was far less than now prepare a creed suited in every 
way to our needs and liking? If they had the right to 
formulate a creed for their generation and for centuries 
thereafter would it not be permissible for the Church of 
the present to write a new creed, or at least to amend 
and alter and adapt the old creed to suit present thought 
and desires? 

It is very remarkable that the Apostles’ Creed has re- 
mained and obtained for so long a time. ‘There are evi- 
dent reasons therefor. The creed sets forth what the 
apostles of our Lord taught and in concise popular form. 
These qualities no doubt’ caused it to endure. Its longev- 
ity, persistence, and scripturalness have made it seem 


sacred, and by not a few it is regarded an inspired docu-. 


ment. The writer was once asked by a Sunday School 
teacher—‘‘In what part of the Bible is the Apostles’ Creed 
recorded ?” 

The exact age of the Apostles’ Creed has never been 
determined; it is not known definitely when it was. pro- 
duced; but it has been traced back with certainty to the 
end of the fifth century, or to the year A. D, 500. The 
authorship of this creed is also a matter of conjecture. 
It is not known who framed it. There is a legend which 


ascribes the authorship to the Twelve Apostles. The creed 


has twelve articles, and the legend says, each one of the 
Apostles composed one of its articles. It is singular how 
the word “Apostles” became associated with this symbol 
of faith. Possibly because the creed purports to set forth 
the teachings in accord with the teachings of the Apostles 
of our Lord. 

Church history informs us that as early as about 250 
A. D. the Church at Rome possessed a creed, which was 
_ much shorter than the Apostles’ Creed. It may be that 
it was enlarged and developed into the Apostles’ Creed. 

When this creed was first given to the Church it did 
not contain the article——‘‘He descended into hell.” Some 
one inserted that subsequently. It were better if it had 
never been injected into the creed, because of the great 
variety of interpretations and the many misunderstandings: 
of it. Already at an early day this clause—“He descended _ 
into hell,” began to be written and said—“He descended — 
into hades.” 
day. Many Christians refuse to say— ape i 1 
hell,” because they say it is. too eae \ 

- 75 ee a 
ie Te PR led gana lee 


I believe this is the preferred form in. our #8 


—CARLETON 


not believe it. Others refuse to say it be 
not understand it, or because they misconstru 
Order and Directory of Worship we find the | 

—“He descended into hades.” Some refuse to 
because they do not know what it means, and otl 
there is no such thing as hades. This form ‘is 
cbjectionable, because our Church has no_ approv 
thorized explanation of hades. — 3 

The article—‘He descended into helt” —s 
dropped from the creed chiefly because we 
it. A creed is to say what we believe, and ic 
do not believe. Credo—I believe. We do r 
that Christ went into gehenna from the cross; 
is what this article was intended to express. An 
is what Roman Catholics and some Lutheran 
when they say—“He descended into hell. 
the explanation given in the Heidelberg e 
that is not what the article was intended to 
article was designed to say that Christ from ( 
into the place called ee the egies, of thes d 


oa General Syeda in Redes in 1920 : 
scissors and cut out of the creed t 


into hell.” It has heen tolerated 
barrier, a drawback, a stumbling bl« : 
the ointment. It ‘keeps people o oh 
Our General Synod should also see to it 
—-—“He descended into shade ee 
Set: 


liturgy. We do not want do not 
and it is not a statement of fe fact a 


said “He would ae 
Let us be. done once < 
. ee 


ih a a 
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repetition of the word “Catholic” is very gratifying to 
the Romanists. Why must we have anything in our creed 
that repels, drives away and keeps away those that other- 
wise would like us? Let us have the courage and good 
sense to say—‘I believe in the holy Christian Church.” 
The word “Catholic” is of pagan origin; the word Chris- 
tian is biblical and of universal acceptation. Our German 
brethren use the word Christian when they say the creed. 

Let us revise our creed. Let us delete from it the 
phrase—“He descended into hell (or hades),” and the 
word “Catholic.” Let us make it up to date. Get your 
Classis to overture General Synod to make these sane, 
sensible, and desirable changes. 


LRSM Gaya 


* OK OK 


SALARIES OF THE CLERGYMEN 


Did you read C. E. C.’s editorial two weeks ago on 
preachers’ salaries? It was to the point. Look it up 
and read it, and bring it before your Consistory. The 
trouble with such excellent articles is that the elders and 
deacons never think it means their pastor, and hence noth- 
ing is done to relieve the distress of their pastor and his 
family. The Philadelphia Evening Bulletin has just 
printed the following among its editorials: 

It is lamentable to read that the effort of a rector in 
the New Jersey diocese of the Episcopal Church to have 
a resolution passed fixing the minimum salaries of all 
rectors at $1,500 per annum should have been suppressed 
on technical grounds. 

The proposed minimum is less than many good mechan- 
ics in the country earn. It is less than the principals of 
schools receive, and is so low in the scale that no self- 
respecting political leader would consider the sum for a 
moment. 3 

Unless Christian people are willing to pay their min- 
isters a decent salary, they do not deserve any of the 
consolations of religion. People pay more for clothes 
and for almost everything going, but clergymen still are 
expected to live on the same salaries as formerly. 

These things are a disgrace. If a clergyman is not 
worth more than $1,500 a year he should go into some 
other vocation. The trouble with most people is that 

* they do not take their religion seriously enough. If it is all 
that it is asserted, it should take precedence of everything 
else. 

Aes On Vb 
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IMMORTALITY 


“Where immortal spirits reign, 
There shall we meet again.” 


Never did the world so much need comfort as at pres- 
ent, and never did it need so much comfort. Deaths 
by the millions, many millions were caused by war and 
disease within the past few years. O how many sad, 
aching, broken, bleeding hearts there are in the world 
just now! Never was there such a condition of sorrow 
and sadness. The crying need is for comfort. Turn to 
God’s Word and read it for light and consolation. It 
assures us of unending life. That life here and now is 
not complete in itself, and that death is the gateway to 
a more abundant life. 

If death would end all it would be horrible to think 
that the millions of young men who have just been slain 
in war had been born and reared only for slaughter. 
- Our grief would be intolerable and unassuaged. If there is 
_ no hope beyond life for our fallen heroes death was a most 
dismal, awful nightmare. God pity them, and God pity 

the fathers and mothers who are in such anguish of spirit 
over unreturning sons! But, thank God, we know the 


plete with consolation. Write it upon your heart; it is 
the most important belief the mind can have, and it is 
the very path of religion. Death is not the end, it is 
rather the beginning of life. Life here and now is the 
portal to a life vastly greater and better. Without that 
hope and promise this life and world, with their losses, 
griefs, perplexities, and discouragements would not seem 
worth while. Look above and beyond; there is a silver 
lining in the cloud; we call it immortality! The world 
pierced through and through with sorrow and rocked to 
its foundations with calamity and destruction needs re- 
ligion as it never did before. And the guiding star in 
religion for today’s need is belief in immortality, 


If you have a desire to read the Word for light, counsel, 
and comfort, then open it at the following chapters: John 
11: 25-27; 14: 1-6. I Cor. 15. I Thess. 4; 13-18. 


“Immortality o’ersweeps 
All pains, all tears, all time, all fears—and peals 
Like the eternal thunders of the deep, 
Into my ears this truth—‘Thou liv’st forever.’ ” 


RE Gaze 
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THE DEATH OF DR. KIEFFER 


The announcement of the death of Rev. J. Spangler 
Kieffer, D. D., was no less a shock for the reason that the 
serious nature of his illness had become generally known 
throughout the Church. The MEssENGER had received in- 
timations from time to time which were not very encourag- 
ing as to the prospects of returning health, and to this 
extent we were prepared for the message which reached 
the office on Saturday last, conveying the information that 
Dr. Kieffer had died on Friday, May 16. But a man of 
the type of Dr. Kieffer cannot pass from life into death 
without a shock to his friends, notwithstanding the prepar- 
ation that a prolonged illness may have occasioned. 


The MESSENGER goes to press coincident with the funeral 
services, and it is impossible to give to our readers in this 
week’s issue a detailed account of Dr. Kieffer’s fruitful 
life. In a coming issue ample space will be devoted to an 
appropriate recognition of his long and successful career. 


Dr. Kieffer was, for many years, closely identified with 
the MESSENGER, and through his contributions he endeared 
himself to our readers. It is appropriate, therefore, that a 
fitting tribute be paid him and the MEssENGER will count 
it a privilege to be the medium of communication to this 
end. 


The fiftieth anniversary of Dr. Kieffer’s pastorate in 
Zion Church, Hagerstown, Md., was appropriately cele- 
brated on January 14, 1918. He was ordained to the holy 
ministry on September 1, 1866, and served his first charge 
in Huntingdon, Pa. On January 14, 1868, he was installed 
as pastor of the Church which it was his privilege to serve 
for more than fifty years. Half a century in one pulpit 
is the lot of few ministers. Even after fifty years, the 
zenith of his earthly usefulness had not been reached. Dr. 
Kieffer’s influence became stronger as he grew older, and 
his ministry to his people and his helpfulness to the com- 
munity in which he lived, as well as the inspiration im- 
parted to the ministry and laity of the Reformed Church, 
never waned with the increasing years. On the occasion 
of the fiftieth anniversary of his pastorate, Rev. A. S.. 
Weber, D. D., said, in part: “During many years, his con- 
tributions to the MESSENGER have drawn around him larger 
circles of grateful readers than any others. To his par- 
ishioners, to his friends, to the Reformed Church, he has 
given himself, and in doing that lies the -significance and 
worth of his vital and vitalizing services. By putting him- 
self, without stint and without self-reserve, into all his 
work and efforts, he has been ‘the cup of strength to alk 


dead live again; there is another and a better life to which 
the present is only preparatory. 
: Immortality is the word large 


as ~ 


souls,’ whose applause he has never sought, whose praise 


a with meaning and re- he does not need. This gift of himself, however, will not 
Pee 3 
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be forgotten by the generation he has so faithfully served, 
and we may confidently expect that once his 
‘Course 

Is run, some faithful eulogist will say, 

He sought not praise, and praise did overlook 

His unobtrusive merit; but his life, . 

Sweet to himself, was exercised in good, 

That shall survive his name and memory.’ ” 

eat 1. 


FUNERAL 


The funeral was held on Monday, May 12, at 1 o’clock 
P. M. The sermon was preached by Rev. A. S. Weber, 
D. D. The following ministers participated: Rev. George 
W. Richards, D. D., Prof. W. -M. Irvine, Ph. D., Rev. 
Samuel H. Stein and Rev. J. S. Simon, the latter of the 
Lutheran Church. More than fifty ministers were in at- 
tendance. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


Rey. Joseph Spangler Kieffer, D. D., was the son of Rev. 
Ephraim and Eleanor Kieffer, and was born in Mifflin- 
burg, Pa., February 3, 1843. He received his elementary 
education in Mifflinsburg, and graduated from Franklin 
and Marshall College in 1860 as valedictorian. He then 
taught for two years, and entered the Theological Sem- 
inary at Mercersburg in 1862, graduating in 1864, and was 
licensed to preach in May of that year. His first charge 
was at the Reformed Church in Huntingdon, Pa., where he 
was ordained. After a pastorate there of about sixteen 
months he removed to Hagerstown, Md., and took charge 
of Zion Reformed Church, in 1867, of which Church he 
was the pastor at the time of his death. 

In 1869 he married Mary M. Clark, of Huntingdon, Ba 
who survives him. 

Dr. Kieffer was the associate editor of the REFORMED 
Cuurcu MEssENGER for a number of years and contribut- 
ed many able articles to its columns. He was a member of 
the Board of Foreign Missions and also of the Board of 
Visitors of the Theological Seminary at Lancaster, holding 
both positions for many years and filling them with unusual 
ability. He also served as President of the Potomac 
Synod of the Reformed Church. He also was a member 


ON THE MEDITERRANEAN 
A Letter from the Editor 


The British Naval Transport Canberra is a chartered 
Australian vessel of 7,700 tons, 425 ft. long, and of ex- 
cellent appointments. Our Commission to Bible Lands 
Boarded her at 10 A. M. on Friday, April 4th, at the 
pier in the great harbor of Marseilles, and at 4.15 P. M. 
we sailed away on the blue Mediterranean for our next 
lap of over 1500 miles to Egypt. I had often heard, to 
be sure, of the wonderful sunsets on this great sea, and 
of the deep indigo blue of its waters, but I can say now 
that the half had not been told. It would be difficult 
to imagine more perfect weather than we have had, and 
there could hardly be a quieter sea. In every way we 
have been favored, and the one member of our party 
who persists in carrying an umbrella has not had a re- 


spectable excuse for using it for an hour since we left 
New York. 


Those aboard are a mixed, but very interesting crowd. 
Quite a number of British army and naval officers are 
here, and also French officers in many varieties of uni- 
form. There are French and Greek priests in flowing 
robes who pace the deck repeating formulas, a few ac- 
‘tresses, a number of honeymooners, several French and 
English families with most interesting children, Jews from 
Jerusalem, a few Greeks and Armenians, several Indian 


ourselves” very fortunate in bein 


Rev. J. SPANGLER KIEFFER, D. D. 


of the Board of Regents of Mercersburg Academy. — He 
was also known as the father of the Red Cross Society i in 
Washington County. Y 


Dr. Kieffer is survived by a widow and the ‘clon 
rie Se John B. Kieffer, cashier of the Hagerstov 


Ree ‘Church of Frederick; J. Citi Kieffer, tel 
graph editor of the Baltwunore Sun: Paul Kieffer, a a y 
of New York; Major Richard F, ‘Kieffer, of the m 
department, United States Army, who was with the Jc 
Hopkins ae Unit in France; Mrs. William ‘ten 
Rutherford, N. J., and Mrs. S. George White, of Ha ers: 
town. 
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orderlies, and in the lower cabins a motley ca 
of Arabs, Hindus, eon cand representatives of o 4 
nations. pee. 
Captain W. Firth, a genial Australian, is Core & 
of our ship. He is a Christian gentleman of the old 
school, and has taken a great interest in our Commission, 
He invited us to his private rooms, showed us his 
tures, and asked us to spend Sunday afternoon with 
on the bridge, to see the most: interesting part o 
scenery en-route. We have just signed a testimonial ) vhi 
our party presented to him in recognition of his cow 


Among the privileges enjoyed on board were two 
dresses given to us by distinguished passengers. (€ 
was by Major-General H. J. M. MacAndrew 


returning to. that city, through | nbiaamea 
tc pass in a few weeks. He gave us a vé 
of the situation in Western Asia and 
have every protection the British | 
region we will be altogether depen 
Jack for the human side of our prot 


one who has-s so much | author 
; ge 
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of Armenia, long since exiled from his country, and res- and blow up our ship. I am writing this Tuesday after- 

ident in Egypt, who is now returning from the United noon. We passed the Island of Crete last night and are 

States and the Peace Conference at Paris, where he spoke making such good progress that we should reach our de- 

and labored in behalf of his stricken people. He aroused sired haven of Port Said shortly after noon tomorrow. 

much sympathy by his manly statement of the aims of Our party has been ordered to discard “civvies” after 

the remnant of his countrymen. ' ; today, pack all our conventional attire in our suitcases, 

The service on board ship was put in charge of our which will be sent directly to Constantinople, and we 
Commission on Sunday morning, and a goodly number proceed in our uniforms, with no luggage except a duffle- 
attended. Dr. Boynton read the service of the Church bag and a knapsack. We have known for some time that 

of England, and by appointment the sermon was preached Our party would be divided into three groups of six men 

by the Editor of the Mrssencrr from the words, “Let ¢ach, and this division was announced yesterday. For 

this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” istensive scientific study of the relief situation, to be 

We shall say nothing about the sermon, except to express one in so short a time, such a division was inevitable, 
gratitude for the warm-hearted way it was received, not much as the members of the party regret the separation, 

only by the members of our party, but by passengers and greatly as some are disappointed because they will 

and members of the ship’s company. It was especially mot get to Armenia itself. One group will of course go 

fine to have such a number of the British officers as orth through the mountainous country, with its record 
interested listeners. As we came out from the service 0! deportations, massacres, and cruelties indescribable. A 

we beheld the volcanic island, Mt. Stromboli, in plain second group will be sent through Syria and the Lebanon 

view less than a mile away, a volcano 3,100 ft. high country, and a third through Asia Minor, covering the 

and almost constantly active. This is the island on which Cities of Tarsus, Konia, Marsine, Smyrna and the con- 

the ancient Greeks said Aeolus kept the winds imprisoned tguous country. It is understood that the first of these 

in a cave. One of the interesting things about this trip routes will be by far the most hazardous and also fullest 

is that one passed through two famous straits, which »of discomfort. The great altitudes, the poor roads, the 

> bring to view on either side islands so well remembered necessity for using horses or donkeys and camping out 
in history, and recall the famous journey described by nights, the unsettled conditions, and finally the uncertain 
St. Paul in the 27th and 28th chapters of the Acts of the shipping on the Black Sea make it a rather venturesome 
Apostles. On Saturday we passed through the Strait of proposition. And yet every man on the Commission pre- 
Bonifacio, ‘between Corsica and Sardinia, two famous ferred in his heart to risk that journey, now that he had 
islands on the first of which Napoleon was born. Sunday come so far. Those selected for this northern route are 
afternoon we traversed the Strait of Messina, with Scylla Raffety (Baptist), Jaquith (Presbyterian), Bartlett 
on one side and Charybdis on the other, Italy on the (Methodist), Leinbach (Reformed), Huntley (Universal- 
- north and Sicily on the south. In plain view lie the cities ists), and Young (Lutheran). Of course we all expect 
of Messina and Reggio (the ancient Rhegium of St. Paul) | to remain together in Egypt and the Holy Land, spend- 
and off in the distance on the Sicilian coast stands majestic ing Easter Day in Jerusalem, but then we are to go our 

_ Etna, 10,000 ft. high, the crater of this active volcano several ways, bidding each other godspeed, and planning 
wreathed in smoke. A number of the peaks seen in the to meet again early in June in Constantinople, where we 
distance on both these days were snow-covered, and down are to spend a week formulating our report before start- 
in the valleys the olive trees, fruits and teeming life made ing westward for the homeland. I trust that you will 
a memorable picture. receive this letter by the time our group of six is in the 
May I mention one or two side-lights of this entrancing m™ost difficult part of our journey, and I know you will 
----—s voyage. +The first day on board the steward at my table not forget our need of the Divine guidance and favor. 
2 said to me: “Can it be that any of you gentlemen are Curs is a serious responsibility, and we realize that the 
from Philadelphia?” I owned up to the indictment, and task must be done amidst most unsanitary conditions and 
was amazed to learn that his parents live near my home With no few hardships to overcome. But if it helps to 
in West Phila., that he formerly worked as stock-man in lessen the sorrow-and suffering of God’s people, eet 
-- Strawbridge & Clothier’s store, that the war had called cially of the helpless women and children of the Near 
Rett hack. to Australia, where he enlisted for transport East, we shall always be grateful for the chance of hav- 
service for two years, that he would be glad indeed when 18 helped in a cause that must be so dear to the heart of 


: he would then “beat it back Christ. . 
ee Raed Saree a male Sid But over here, about 5,500 miles from home, I cannot 


help wondering how our beloved Church is responding 
to the heroic challenge of this new day, so eloquently 
voiced by our General Synod at Altoona, and it is my 
fervent prayer that not one shall fail nor falter in the 
fellowship of achieving our task as a denomination. 


Again, let me admit that there is a fly in the ointment 
of Mediterranean voyages these days. I refer to the very 
real peril of floating mines. Our captain says it will be 
at least five years before the menace will be over. All 
passengers are given life-boat drills and commanded to : 
take their life-belts with them wherever they go. On Faithfully yours, 
_ certain days we had to don the belts—and they do not - Paut S. LEINBACH 
add to one’s comfort. It does not exactly soothe one’s On H. M. T. Canberra, near Coast of Egypt, 
nerves to feel that any moment a mine may explode April 8, 1919 
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this article, or words to the number of countries at the beginning of the late world 
nany public places in a war. In this war an appeal was made to the young and 
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vigorous men in their respective lands to enter the armies 
which their governments were raising and equipping to 
fight their enemies. 

In all the wars in which our own country has engaged 
in the course of its brief history, such a challenge, in some 
form or other, came to its citizens from those on whom 
the management of the nation’s affairs rested. This is 
true of the Indian Wars, the Revolutionary War, of the 
War for the Freedom of the Seas, as the War of 1812- 
1814 with England has been called, of the War with 
Mexico, the Civil War, and the war which has just come 
to a close. The nation needed her men to fight her battles, 
to expose themselves to extraordinary fatigue and hard- 
ships, to sickness, wounds and death upon fields of deadly 
conflict, that the government might be preserved, its prin- 
ciples maintained, and the property, liberties and lives of 
the remaining citizens be secure. 

A country always needs its men and women and chil- 
dren, some in one walk of life and some in other walks 
of life. Every man, woman and child should feel that 
there is something which they can contribute to the coun- 
try’s welfare, preservation and progress. A love of coun- 
try and an interest in its greatness is in our hearts. It 
is part of our make-up as citizens. It often lies dormant, 
however, for years. Extraordinary conditions are needed 
to awaken it. 
own household, or from one or more hostile nations, is 
the occasion of calling it out. 

We mostly pursue our different avocations as farmers, 
manufacturers, merchants, teachers, lawyers, physicians, 
journalists, statesmen, or ministers of the Gospel, no doubt 
‘without thinking that in the degree in which each one 
faithfully does his best in his chosen work he is serving 


his country and is deserving of his country’ s and his fellow. 


citizens’ gratitude. We may be serving the family, the 
immediate community, or some particular Church, grow- 
ing food for the hungry, curing the sick, instructing the 
young, or ministering to the growth of Christian char- 
acter by teaching in the Sunday School or enforcing re- 
ligious truth from the pulpit. To the extent in which 
we do good work in these and other ways we are min- 
istering to the needs of men and making them happier 
and better and promoting the growth, in goodness and 
greatness, of the nation. Much wisdom and devotion and 
much unselfish service may be shown and rendered in the 
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From World War to World Brotherhood 


The great war for world freedom and righteousness 
has been fought and won. In this victory, quicker and 
less costly to our own land than we dared to hope, our 
Christian faith sees the hand of God, working as always 
to bring good out of evil through the service and sacrifice 
of devoted men and making even the wrath of man to 
praise Him. 

With such cause for gratitude as this, it is surely our 
first duty as Christian Churches, to summon our people 
to reverent thanksgiving to Almighty God, not only for 
the victory which He has given to our cause, but for 
the heroic endurance and sacrifice in all the nations that 
have made it possible; for the idealism to which it is 
consecrated; for the new spirit of united endeavor which 
it has called forth; and for the open door of opportunity 
which has swung wide before our generation. With such 
prayer and thanksgiving will go also a prayer of conse- 
cration to the unfinished tasks for which victory has 
opened the way and whose achievement is essential to a 
just and enduring peace. 

But this deliverance and opportunity have been won 
at fearful costs; and the Christian Churches are fore- 
most to recognize our common obligation to those hearts 


The country’s danger, from those of its. 


finding again his Place of use 


May 22, 1919, 


ordinary everyday affairs of life. While we are main- 
taining our families, getting on in the world, and realiz- 
ing our worthy ambitions, we are serving our day and 
generation and perhaps deserve to have our earthly resting 
places decorated after we have gone to our reward. 

But it has been felt by almost everyone that when a 
nation feels compelled to go to war to defend itself against 
aggression or to maintain certain principles dear to the 
hearts of the people, special devotion should be shown 
and extraordinary sacrifices should be made. In the Rey- 
olution the colonies fought for freedom, in the Civil War 
for the preservation of the Union, and in the late World 
War that Democracy might be made safe for the world. 
These things were worth fighting for. On account of 
modern inventions and the great ability and unscrupulous 
ruthlessness of the enemy in the conflict just ended ex- 
traordinary dangers were incurred and an unusually large 
number of men lost their lives. The other wars of our 
country were also bloody wars. 


It would be showing themselves lacking greatly in a 
sense of appreciation on the part of those who remained 
at home from war if they did not honor the heroes who 
cied for their country. Ingratitude to those who have 
conferred benefits upon us narrows and shrivels up our 
souls. It puts us in a false position. We owe it to our- 
selves, as well as to those who offered up their lives in 
their country’s cause, to remember them, to speak their - 
praises publicly, from year to year, and to decorate their ee 
graves in a special service or ceremony. ete 


This is also the way to cultivate patriotism in ourselves : - 
and in our neighbors and in the rising generation. “No 4m * 
man liveth to himself.” It is almost impossible to live — 
to oneself even if one wishes to do so. A magnificent _ 
illustration of this truth is the soldier who dies in his | a 
country’s service, or puts himself in danger of death uy 
Memorial Day services emphasize this. And they may 
be made to emphasize the fact that, “Peace hath her vic- 
tories no less renowned than those of War.” Many of ; 
us hope that the “League of Nations,” brought into ex- 
istence with such infinite travail, will ultimately end all 
wars. But the time ee never come when sacrifice: ib 
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for others. And such men will eee deserve a Memon 
Day and to have flowers strewn upon their graves. 
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and homes and nations that have borne this cost vicariously 
for us all. In the great task which lies before our gen- 
eration, of restoring the waste places and binding up the 
wounds of the world, and of caring for those who ha 
borne the burden and the heat of the battle, our Chu ir 
would take not only an active, but a distinctive 
Theirs is the ministry of mercy, theirs ‘peculiar 
the ministry of comfort and reassurance. To 
tated and impoverished regions of the earth our 
relief must be sent as an evangel of hope” an 
earnest of spiritual fellowship. 

To help in the restoration of the Christian 
and in the development of evangelical faith, isa 
obligation and an vais ppportaity for the Ch 
of Christ in America. ‘ 


tian conviction * that no eect fora ee Sg ve 
in vain. To every returning soldier ee sa 
bring our gratitude as aaphe 
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As we turn from the war that lies behind us to the 
new age that is waiting to be built, we express our deep 
conviction that the four prime demands of the hour upon 
the Church of Christ are: a more effective proclamation 
cf fundamental verities; a new sense of world responsi- 
bility animating all departments of Church life; a resolute 
effort to understand what a Christian social order in 
America should be and to secure it; and a swiftly in- 
creasing co-operation among the Churches. 

First, a more effective proclamation of fundamental 
verities. The supreme task of the Christian Church is 
now, as always, the bearing of clear and courageous wit- 
ness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. 
It has His truth to declare, His life to communicate, His 
power to release. Its distinctive and unchanging mission 
is to lead men into fellowship with the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. It must urge upon its mem- 
bership the call to individual service in winning men to 
personal discipleship for Christ. So the Church was 
founded and thus it must be perpetuated. It is unalter- 
ably committed to the primacy of religion in human life, 
and-in all its work must lay the chief emphasis upon this, 
its fundamental responsibility. 

Second, a new sense of world responsibility animating 
all the departments of Church Life. The Church takes 
a just pride in the fact that, from the very days of its 
Founder, its missionary impulse has lifted the eyes and 
hearts of men to include all mankind in its horizon, and 
has thus been a mighty factor in the development of the 
modern sense of international responsibility and world 
brotherhood. In the new day this missionary spirit must 
now be kindled more brightly than ever in the lives of 
all followers of Christ, and the Church as a whole must 
enlarge its missionary undertakings commensurately with 
its opportunities. In international relations a League of 
Nations is, in effect, an attempt to apply Christian prin- 
ciples to the dealings of nations with one another. The 
Churches, therefore, owe their fullest support to such a 
League, and must contribute to it the spirit of good-will 
without which it cannot be effective or long endure. The 
ene sure hope of permanent peace lies in the application 
to all the world of the principles of the Christian Gospel. 

Surely there is a special responsibility resting at this 
time upon the Christian Church to lead in the ministry 
of reconciliation with those who have lately been our 
enemies, and to point the way toward repentance which 
is a condition of forgiveness, by penitence on our own 
part and for those elements in our national life which the 
war has revealed to us to be sinful. 

Third, a resolute effort to understand what a Christian 
social order in America should mean, and to secure it. 
It is the peculiar challenge of the present hour to the 
Christian Church that, in a day when the ground had 
been cleared by perhaps the greatest social convulsion 
in human history of so much of its previous structure, 
the opportunity is ours to build Christian civilization 
anew in accordance with the mind of Him whose purpose 
and passion were the establishment on earth of the King- 
dom of God in which His will should be done on earth even 
as it is done in Heaven. When the foundations of our 
social and industrial order are under searching scrutiny, 


and when men are asking what the Church. has to con- 


tribute toward the solution of these perplexing problems, 
we reiterate with new emphasis our conviction that Jesus’ 
spirit of good-will and service on the part of all concerned 
is the only attitude which can ever discover real solu- 
tions for the problems of human relationships: that this 
spirit can find adequate expression in our industrial order 
only as the latter moves in the direction of a genuine 
democracy among all who participate in the production 
of wealth; that the Church must lead in the development 
of that attitude of brotherhood which breaks down all 


racial and class prejudices and which binds together all 


the diverse elements.of our population in a unified na- 


+ tional life. On the realization of her fundamental faith 
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in the sacredness of personality, democracy itself depends 
and in the complete development of democracy the Church 
has a most important part to play. Apart from the 
Church’s summons to the self-discipline and unselfishness 
ci the individual, democracy cannot permanently endure, 
nor can its characteristic problems be solved without the 
sharing and serving spirit of Christ. 


In these days of rapid social changes the Church must 
help to safeguard against assault from any side, those 
elements of our inheritance from the past which deserve 
to endure in a Christian social order. It must resist 
mightily the strong temptation to carry over into days 
of peace, methods of violence and motives of hate which 
tend to appear in time of war; and the temptation to 
appeal to racial and class prejudice or to the use of force 
whether physical or economic, as a support for demands 
that have not been squared with justice—temptation to 
which all groups in the nation are alike exposed. While 
the Churches recognize the special emergencies created 
by war conditions and are always opposed to irresponsible 
utterance and systematic misrepresentation, they must 
maintain always the priceless treasure of liberty of con- 
science, and must now work for the speedy restoration 
of the democratic rights of freedom of thought and speech 
and for the resumption of all interrupted processes of 
orderly social progress and imperiled standards of human 
welfare. 

Fourth, a swiftly increasing co-operation among the 
Churches. When the foundations of the international and 
industrial orders are being broken up, the ecclesiastical 
order can hardly expect to emerge unaltered. We hail 
with rejoicing the consciousness of Christian brotherhood 
which has been greatly deepened during the war, the new 
lessons learned of the possibility of working together in 
large common tasks without the sacrifice of any funda- 
mental conviction, and the new sense of united responsi- 
bility which the period of reconstruction has laid upon 
us all. Believing that Christian unity is even more a 
matter of growth and developing experience than of de- 
sign and program, we invite all Christian Churches to 
unite in the practical co-operative movements of the pres- 
ent day. It is of the utmost importance that leadership 
and iniative in such Christian co-operation shall come, 
not only from the centers of administrative responsibility, 
but no less from the local Churches in each community— 
both alike uniting for their common tasks. In the path- 
way of such co-operation we shall find the further steps 
that will lead us toward the unity for which Christ taught 
His followers to pray. 

The task of transforming a world just emerging from war, 
into a world pervaded by the spirit of Christian brother- 
hood, cannot be accomplished by the mere launching of 
campaigns, however vigorous, nor by the construction of 
machinery however efficient. The task involves far more 
than the working of surface changes—it means nothing 
less than the transformation of Society itself: the pres- 
entation and acceptance of a new social ideal, the de- 
velopment of new and larger sympathies, the cultivation 
of new relationships, the practice of unaccustomed duties, 
and the serious undertaking of larger responsibilities. 
Such a task may seem hopelessly audacious, unless we 
realize our opportunity to train the new generation which 
is growing up under our hand. The last five years have 
revealed to us the powers for evil accumulated by a na- 
tion trained from its youth in certain directions of thought 
and action. Do they not similarly face us with the pos- 
sibilities of good implicit in a rising generation trained to 
Christian habits of thought, attitude and action? With 
such opportunities before us, the Churches must take far 
more seriously their training function; must perfect and 
co-ordinate their training agencies; and must pray God’s 
help to rear a new generation worthy to bring in the new 
day. 

But we are summoned by our task, not only to a new 
faith in the future; no less to a new faith in men. Our 


iQ 


generation has discovered that the capacities for service 
and sacrifice latent in ordinary men and women are far 
It has seen further 
than when these capacities are called forth in a great 
uprising of the common will and purpose, ideals hitherto 
deemed impossible can speedily be made realities. 
discoveries have opened our eyes to new meanings in 
Jesus’ teachings of the power of faith; above all, in His 


greater than we had.ever dreamed. 
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opportunities, 


teaching of the boundless achievements possible to faith 


in the living God. 


We have begun to believe that God 


is calling for a generation of men fully consecrated to 


HIS STEWARDSHIP 
Alan Pressley Wilson 


The steward of the Home was worried. 
There was no mistaking the fact. His 
wan and haggard expression, his furtive 
glances; in fact, his entire demeanor show- 
ed that he was suffering from some mental 
unrest. I was the Superintendent of the 
Home, and such was my interest in every 
one of my associates that I made it a 
point to invite their confidences respecting 
their private lives. I felt that in this way 
I could be most helpful to them and, like- 
wise, secure their highest efficiency, ‘which 
could but make the management of the 
Home more successful. The present stew- 
ard had been with us about a year and 
succeeded a man who proved himself en- 
tirely incompetent and showed an unwill- 
ingness to co-operate to the best interests 
of the Home and its 500 inmates. In the 
year the new steward had been with us I 
came to know something of his family, and 
knew that he had had sickness and death 
to contend with. Thus it was that when I 
noticed his dejected appearance I attribut- 
ed it to worry over some financial matte1 
and resolved that, at the first opportunity, 
I would seek to sympathize with and possi- 
bly relieve his trouble. But I very dis- 
ereetly left it to him to take the initial 
step, knowing that matters would work out 
far more quickly in that way. 

Finding me alone in my office one dull 
day the steward made a clean breast of his 
trouble and told me of a victory that was 
only won by the greatest effort on his 
part, assisted by the power of God in our 
daily lives. ‘‘Superintendent, I want to 
make a confession and tell you that I 
have brought myself to the point of re- 
fusing hush-money from one of the firms 
supplying us with goods; also, to frankly 
acknowledge that I came very’ near yield- 
ing to temptation.’’ Briefly, here is his 


story. 


‘¢ As you know, our fiscal year ended last. 


month and statements were received from 
each firm supplying us with goods of every 
description. In the same mail with the 
statement from Bates & Rankin, but in a 
plain envelope addressed to me personally, 
was a check for $100. This was made out 
to me in my own name and enclosed in a 
letter saying that the firm had appreciated 
our business during the year and hoped to 
have it continued. I pondered over the 
matter for some days, but it was not until 
the salesman for Bates & Rankin came out 
for his monthly~order that I knew why it 
was sent to me. In reply to my query as 
to why his house had sent me $100, he told 
me that it was customary; that they had 
done this for years and that. my pre- 
decessor had always taken it. Pressed for 
some explanation, he finally admitted that 
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his firm considered it good policy to give 
a certain rebate to the steward. 

‘¢ After the salesman had gone I made it 
my business to look up the competitive 
bids usually submitted at the beginning 
of each fiscal year, and found to my sur- 
prise that the bid of Bates & Rankin was 
nearly $200 higher than the next highest 
bidder for the same class of goods. This, 
then, was the reason they sent me that 


money. It was simply a division of the 


spoils! But even when I discovered this 
fact, I found it exceedingly difficult to re- 
fuse the money. ‘Sickness and death in 
my family have cost more money than 1] 
have earned and $100 would square me with 
the world. But I prayed God earnestly 
that He would give me strength to do right, 
and He answered my prayer. Here is the 


check. I will have honest money or none 


at all.’?’ 


When the steward had finished his story 
he was in tears, and) I am not ashamed to 
acknowledge that I, too, was visibly af- 
fected. Yet there came to me a certain 
exhilaration as I felt I was in the pres- 
ence of one whom God had enabled to give 
a good account of ‘his stewardship. At the 
next meeting of the Board of Managers of 
the Home I detailed the affair and asked 
that the officials make a grant of $100 to 
the steward as an indication af brotherly 
sympathy in his troubles and to enable 
him to pay all of his debts. 


Blossburg, Pa. 


AS WE NEAR THE JOURNEY’S END 


A little more tired at close of day; 

A little less eager to have our way; 

A little less ready to scold and blame; 

A little less anxious for things of fame; 
And so we are nearing the journey’s end 
Where time and eternity meet and blend. 


A little less care for bonds and gold; 

A little more zest in ‘the days of old; 

A broader view and a saner mind, 
And a little more love for all mankind; 
A little more careful of what we say; 
And so we are faring a-down the way. 


A little more leisure to sit and dream, 

A little more real the things unseen; 

A little bit nearer to those ahead, __ 
With visions of those long-loved ‘and dead; 
And so we are going where all must go, 
To the place the living may never ROW: 


A little more laughter, a little more tears, ¥ 
And we shall have told our increasing, e 


years; 
The book is closed and the 1st 
said, ct 
And we are a part of the Prat dea 
Thrice happy, then, if some ‘so 
“*T live Basenes Hebess passed 0 


are ie ay 


His purposes as revealed in Christ, through whom He can ~ 
work adequately for the redemption of the world. As 

thoughtful men ask how-the world is actually to be brought 

from the world war to world brotherhood, the ancient 

question rises, “Who is sufficient for these things?” 
cnly adequate answer is in a Church alive to her new 
reconsecrated to her age-long tasks, and 
deeply conscious that her sufficiency is of God. 


Tue FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF ie 


-freshed and just full of the most int 


friends who may care to read them 


-and also about another yee we hav 


-above 1,300 students. 


‘the. stiff backed al 
- Bacon and Dese tes had 
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CHRIST IN AMERICA 


you a letter, for, as I told you, we vis 
had a two weeks? leave which ae 
in Paris, along the battlé line, an 
places as Monte Carlo and Nice. It 
quite enjoyable, and we returned 
work on Easter Monday very much 


ing experiences to relate to. you 5 
have made rather abundant notes which ar. 
intend to type for the benefit of any 


before completing them I want t 
you a few lines telling of our safe 


since then. - 

On Saturday noon Polly and zr (yor 
Polly is my room-mate), with four’ 
girls, left here at 12.05 for Poitier: 
of the A. E. F. Universities is locate 
and some of the boys have rented a lor 
old house and have a ‘‘frat house’? t 
They had asked us down for the week « 
and it seemed more like old colle 
than anything I’ve done over her 
Meed (an American, who has been uster 
ed out of the army and is in busi ines: 
Paris) and his wife were our | 
We had such a good time! Th 
at the train in machines and we w 
to the house. : 

After we had been shown 
gotten cleaned up a litt 
walk and saw some of the places of 
est around the town. The re 
Poitiers, one of the ol 
versities, is noted as fa 
teenth and sixteenth centu 
then second among the 
ties.. Now it holds the ni 

The. ne ; 


dents are taking a ‘summer co 
lasts until July Ist. They are. 
take a course in - de 
other courses 
teresting to 


ie ag 


the guard went up to Mrs. Meed and Cap- 

- tain Lewis and said that their turn would 
be next. After that we didn’t tarry, but 
left before they decided that it was neces- 
sary that some of us be married. 

Next morning we had breakfast in the 
sun parlor, and then went to Notre Dame 
la Grande, which is a Church of very in. 
teresting type of architecture dating back 
to the eleventh century. From there we 
went to the Palais de Justice, which was 
formerly the Palais des dues d’Aquitaine. 

“In one of the halls here Joan of Are was 
made a General. 

I am mailing a box home this week, con- 
taining beside other souvenirs a helmet 
(Boche of course) that I picked up myself 

on the Hindenberg line at Berry-au-Bac, 

2 just a few kilometers outside of, Rheims. It 

j isn’t a beauty; but it’s a real one right 
out of the trenches. 

Father writes of a joke he has on some 
of his friends and mine who don’t know 
French, and therefore had only a casual 
interest in these letters. For the sake of 
such he has asked my permission to add 
an English translation to my ‘‘pen name’? 

‘just this once. 
Au revoir, % 
eae “*Mile. Pomme’’ 
= a 
Miriam Apple 


 WE’LL ALL BE TOGETHER AGAIN 


When dear ones have left us to journey 
E afar : 
_ O’er mountain or prairies or sea, 
Our thoughts travel oft where the loving 
ones are, e 
And lonely we often must be. 
But sweet is the thought of the home-com- 
ee ing time, 
To women and children and men; 
It rings, like the bells, with a musical 
chime— 
We'll all be together again! 


lives have been sundered by death’s 
eruel hand, 

When dear ones no more have our care— 
All happy and safe in the beautiful land— 
_ So safe they no more need our prayer; 


When 


Ba more. 

- Beyond all the sorrow and pain, 
Where nothing is wrong on the heavenly 
= shore, 


we’ll all be together again! Z 


And 


‘‘WE WOULD HAVE TOLD A LIE”’ 
The little girl whom Edith did not like 
is coming up the walk, and Edith flew 
her mother, exclaiming: ‘‘O mamma, 
don’t want to play with her today! 
‘ell her I’m doing my lessons, and can’t 
to play now.’’? The mother gave 
stonished look, and started to speak. 
‘hen she changed her mind. : 
‘Very well, dear,’’ she said. And a 
ment later Edith heard her telling the 
eeable little girl at the door that 
was busy with her lessons now and 
stop to play. 
minutes later Edith came danc- 
stairs. 
; go out; you must work at your 


Oh, blessed the thought of the meeting once | 


of that time she had learned more than 
her writing lesson. She had learned that 
false excuses are really lies—Apples of 
Gold. 


THE CHURCH THAT WINS 


Must aim high; 

Must keep out of the ruts; 

Must magnify individualism; 

Must attempt large-sized tasks; 

Must send grumblers to the rear; 

Must make much of the young folks; 
Must acquire the hand-shaking habit; 
Must frown upon senseless social cliques; 
Must be especially kind to the poor; 
Must build up a great mid-week meet- 
ing; 
Must circulate inspiring religious liter- 
ature; 

‘Must tolerate neither shirkers nor jerk- 
ers; : 
Must be delivered from selfish localism; 

Must do the Lord’s business in business 
Ways; _ 

Must have the lift of many family altars; 

Must be permeated by the spirit of 
heroic self-denial; 

Must spread the amen corner all over 
the meeting-house; = 

Must insist upon the best things for the 
Sunday School; 

Must forget to talk about the minis- 
ter’s shortcomings; 

Must illustrate the finest brand of Chris- 
tian hospitality; 

Must organize a band of Christian 
stewards nearly as large as the member- 
ship of the Church; 

Must not allow mass movements to crush 
out a sense of personal responsibility; 

Must be loyal to periodic revivals, but 
pastor and members must remember that 
if this world is ever to be redeemed it 
must be by the irresistible power of per- 
sonal conquest——Author Unknown. 


Willie and Jack are two youngsters who 
are pugilistically inclined. 

“¢Aw,’? said Willie, ‘‘you’re afraid to 
fight; that’s all it is.’’ 

‘‘Naw, I’m not,’ protested Jack, ‘‘but if 
I fight my mall find it out and lick me.’’ 

“<How’ll she find it out, eh??? 

‘‘She’ll see the doctor goin’ to your 
house.’’—Minneapolis Tribune. 


TWO GLASSES—REVISED VERSION 


There sat two glasses, filled to the brim, 
On a rich man’s table, rim to rim; 

One was ruddy and red as blood— 

The other was clear as the crystal flood; 
The one was water—as you have guessed— 
The other one—it must be confessed— 
Was strawberry soda—for nothing stronger 
Stands on the sideboard any longer. 


—New York Tribune 


SYMBOLS 


The happiest man is he who learns from 
Nature the lesson of worship.—Ralph 
Waldo Emerson. 

To-day I saw the dragon-fly 
Come from the wells where he did lie. 
An inner impulse rent the veil 
Of his old husk: from head to tail 

~ Come out clear plates of sapphire mail. 
He dried his wings: like gauze they grew, 


HOW HE GOT IT 
A colored veteran jiSt back from the 


De 


Kaiser hisself sent it to me by a special 
arene 


nger what dropt daid jus’ befo’ he 
it to me.’’—New York Globe. 


g 
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ON GRANDFATHER’S KNEE 
By Mary Hovey 
At night as I sit on grandfather’s knee, 
How many tales he tells to me 
Of birds and frogs and rabbits, and things 
That light the dark with gleam of wings! 


At night aS I sit on grandfather’s knee, 
I’m never frightened, although I see 

Dark corners, nor fancy that Nero’s bark 
Is the growl of a wolf abroad in the dark. 


Oh, how I wish all the girls and the boys, 
When they are tired of books and toys, 
Could sif on a grandfather’s knee at night 
And listen to what he says is right. 


—Herald and Presbyterian 


CUTTING A DIAMOND 

A. diamond in the rough looks like a 
translucent pebble, and nothing more. No 
one but an expert can tell that it really 
is a diamond. It has to be cut before its 
brilliancy is displayed. More than that, 
its value will depend upon the right sort 
of cutting. The angle at which the light 
strikes and reflects on each face makes 
the jewel dazzling or dull, as the case 
may be. The Kohinoor had to be cut alt 
over again to make it truly the ‘‘mountain 
of light.’’ 

Life is a diamond in the rough, when a 
boy or girl begins it. It can be made a 
jewel, or left a mere pebble. Youth is the 
time to cut the faces and shape the angles 
of reflection. Diamond cutting is slow, 
tedious work; every expert knows that. 
But it has results that are worth all the 
drudgery. The shaping of one’s soul is 
toilsome. Good habits are not made in a 
day. Pleasure must often be put aside. 
But little by little the roughest lot can 
have light and glory brought into it. 
Abraham Lincoln’s life shows how much 
such a thing can be done. God gives each 
human being a soul-gem to shape for this 
world and the next.—Home and School. 


A TRUTHFUL BOY 


How people do trust a truthful boy! 
We never worry about him when he is 
out of sight. We never say, ‘‘I wonder 
where he is; I wish I knew what he is. 
doing.’’ We know that he is all right,. 
and that when he comes home we will 
know all about it and get it straight. We 
don’t have to ask him where he is going, 
or how long he will be gone every time 
he leaves the house. We don’t have to 
call him back and make him ‘‘solemnly 
promise’’ the same thing over and over. 
When he says, ‘‘ Yes, I will,’’ or ‘‘No I 
won’t,’’ just once, that settles it—Robert. 
Burdette, 


DECEIT 
Alan Pressley Wilson . 


The little white coat had been bought 
for my little child, and the dealer gave 
me positive assurance that the article was 
all wool, ‘‘with not a strand of cotton in 
it.?? How sweet the dear little one looked 
in the new coat, and how proud the par- 
ents were! Then, an unfortunate stain 
rendered the coat unfit for wear until it 
had been dyed. As the garment was guar- 
anteed to be all wool, I used a wool dye, 
but what was my surprise to find the skirt 
of the coat a most beautiful shade of the 
color I selected, while the yoke was a 
sort of mongrel, nondescript blur. 

Then it was that I learned the deceit 
that had been practiced upon me. The 
yoke of the garment was of cotton and 
had been cleverly set in so that the eye 
could not detect the fraud, ‘but the wool 
dye had refused to enter the cotton goods. 
‘¢Be sure your sin will find you out,’’ warn- 
ed Moses (Numbers 32: 27), and the man- 
ufacturer’s deceit with the coat was dis- 
covered in the dye bath. 

Blossburg, Pa. 
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: NEWS IN BRIEF 


As we were preparing this num- 
ber of the “Messenger” for the 
press, we received the sad news of 
the death of Rev. J. Spangler Kief- 
fer, D. D. A brief notice appears 
in another column. The issue of 
June 5 will be a memorial number 
in honor of one of the most beloved 
men in the Reformed Church. 


On Sunday morning, May 11, Rev. James 
M. Mullan, of the Home Mission Board, 
occupied the pulpit of Trinity’ Church, 
Pottstown, Pa., Rev. J. Hamilton Smith, 
pastor. 

Coleridge Taylor’s cantata, ‘‘ Hiawatha’s 
Wedding Feast,’’ will be rendered by the 
Handel and Haydn Society in St. John’s 
Reformed Church, Allentown, Pa., on Tues- 
day evening, May 27. 

Rev. T. H. Bachman, of Spinnerstown, 
Pa., preached a very interesting and in- 
structive sermon to Fredericksburg Lodge, 
No. 353, I. O. O. F., on Sunday evening, 
May 4. 

Dr. Newell Dwight Hillis, of Brooklyn, 
delivered an address in the Keystone State 
Normal School, Kutztown, Pa., on Tuesday 
evening of this week, on ‘‘The Rebuilding 
of the Ruined Lands of Europe.’’ 

Rev. James I. Good, D. D., sailed on the 
“Mauretania last Saturday for Europe. He 
will visit the Presbyterian General Assem- 
‘blies of Scotland and the Reformed Gen- 
eral Synods of France and Belgium. 

Trinity Church, Thornville, Ohio, Rev. 
E. Bruce Jacobs, pastor, asked for a $200 
‘benevolent offering on Easter Sunday. The 
amount received was $292, thus enabling 
the congregation to overpay its apportion- 
ment again this year. 

The commencement exercises of the High 
‘School of Old Zionsville, Pa., will be held 
in the Reformed Church at that place on 
‘Saturday evening, May 31. The address 
~will be delivered by Dr. A. a, Rothermel, 
of the Keystone State Normal School. 


The District Sunday School Convention 
held at Madisonburg, in the Rebersburg, 
Pa., Charge, Rev. J. D. Hunsicker, pastor, 
was one of the best ever held. Mr. A. N. 
‘Corman presided and was re-elected Presi- 
dent for the sixth time. 


Rev. J. Frank Bucher, returned mis- 
sionary from China, occupied the pulpit of 
St. Andrew Church, Allentown, Pa., Rev. 
Robert M. Kern, pastor, on last Sunday 
morning, and in the evening spoke in 
Salem Church, Rev. J. M. G. Darms, D. D., 
pastor. 


On next Sunday afternoon Rev. James 
©. Oswald, of Slatington, Pa., will conduct 
memorial services in the Union Church of 
the Frieden’s Charge, in honor of Harvey 
J. DeLong, of Ballietsville, Pa., who was 
killed in action in the Argonne, on Septem- 
her 26, 1918. 

Rev. Rufus W. Miller, D. D., has an- 
nounced the engagement of his daughter, 
Emma LeBarre, to James Waygood, M. D., 
son of Rev. W. H. Waygood, D. D., Super- 
intendent of the Philadelphia School for 
Ohristian Workers of the Presbyterian and 
Reformed Churches. 


Rev. and Mrs. Frank H. Blatt will be 
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tendered a reception by the Reformed 
Church, Stroudsburg, Pa., on Thursday 
evening, May 22. Rev. Blatt delivered his 
first sermon as pastor of the Church on 
Sunday morning, May 11. 


The choir of Dubbs’ Memorial Church, 
Allentown, Pa., Rev. E. E. Kresge, Ph. D., 
pastor, was entertained at a chicken and 
waffle dinner in the hotel at Guthsville, 
Pa., on Wednesday evening of last week. 
A feature of the evening was the address 
delivered by Mr. William Hilbert, a deacon 
of the congregation. 


Rev. John Baer Stoudt, of Grace Church, 
Northampton, Pa., was one of the many 
out-of-town ministérs who viewed the 
parade in Philadelphia on Thursday of last 
week. He was accompanied by his son, 
John, Jr. On last Sunday evening, Rev. 
Stoudt gave a talk on ‘‘The Return of the 
28th Division.’’ 

Rey. James D. Buhrer, pastor of the 
First Church, Washington, D. C., was ten- 
derei a delightful surprise on the occasion 
of his recent birthday anniversary, by 
plans ingeniously laid by the Teachers’ 
Association. All the organizations of the 
congregation participated. The 1919 cate- 
chetical class presented a birthday gift in 
the shape of a pair of handsome gold cuff 
links. 


Rey. J. N. Lyerly entered upon the work 
of the pastorate of Grace Church, Liscomb, 
Iowa, on May 1, with every reason for en- 
couragement. The Sunday School, with an 
enrollment of 136, has an average attend- 
ance of 106. This fact speaks for itself, 
particularly when it is noted that the 
Church has been without a Lets for two 
years. 


An interdenominational World Confer- 
ence on Christian Fundamentals will be 
held in Philadelphia May 25 to June 1. 
The sessions will be held in the Academy of 
Music, with simultaneous meetings in some 
of the largest Churches of the city. Mr. 
Charles L. Huston, chairman of the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s Committee on Evangelism 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S., 
is chairman of the Executive Committee. 


Thirty-five men members of Tabor 
Church, Lebanon, Pa., Rev. W. D. Happel, 
Ph. D., pastor, met in the Church on last 
Thursday evening and inaugurated a Men’s 
Organization. Rev. J. L. Hynson, pastor 
of the Fourth Street Presbyterian Church 
of the city, delivered an inspiring address 
on ‘‘Christian Men in Relation to the New 
Age.’’ Organization was effected by the 
election of the following officers: Presi- 
dent, J. K. Bomberger; Secretary, William 
Snyder; Treasurer, William Trenkle. 

The Willow Street congregation, Rev. G. 
A. Stauffer, pastor, had its fine parsonage 
equipped with electrie lights. Mrs. C. H. 
Breckfill, superintendent of the Missionary 
Department of the Sunday School is a live 
wire. Under her supervision, 24 books on 
missionary subjects were added to the 
library. She has also prepared a number ot 
excellent Mission Charts. 
the scholars with bulbs to raise flowers for 
Mission purposes. The Y. L. O. Bible Class 
shipped a lot of magazines to Camp Upton. 

Lancaster Classis of Ohio Synod and 


Virginia Classis of Potomac Synod have 


paid their Apportionments in full, and the 
Board of Home Missions and the Board of 
Foreign Missions have already received 
their respective amounts in full. West- 
moreland and Allegheny Classes of Pitts- 
burgh Synod have also paid the full 

portionment. Unofficial L has « 


37th year, would say that it has 


She provided 


i May 22, 1919, 


the United Missionary and Stewardship 
Committee that two other Classes have paid 
in full, P 
The choir of St. James’ Church, Allen- 
town, Pa., Rev. Joseph 8. Peters, pastor, 
was entertained at a banquet in the Hotel 
Traylor on Friday evening of last week. 
The pastor acted as toastmaster and re- , 
sponses were made by Mrs. Harry Snyder 5 
and Messrs. J. A. Wuchter,: William F. 
Miller, Prof Harry Sharadin and F. M. — 
Berkemeyer. It was also the occasion of 
the pastor’s birthday anniversary, and a 
handsome gift was presented to him. ; 
On May 9th, Grace Mission, Duquesne, 
Pa., elected Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, of 
Red Lion, Pa., as pastor. He has accepted 
the call and will take charge of the work 
at an early date. The congregation, at 
the same meeting, decided to sell the pres- 
ent property and relocate in a more ad- 


— 


vantageous section of the city. Rev. 0. E. a 
Schaeffer, D. D., General Secretary of the — Noa 
Board of Home. Missions, was present on 
the occasion and took part in the deliber- 
ations. 

Post 42, G. A. R., will attend divine ser 
ices’ in St. John’s Church, Lebanon, Pa, aS 
on next Sunday evening, when the pastor, — as 
Rev. J. N. LeVan, will deliver a sermon 
appropriate to the occasion. The member 2 
of Troops No. 2 Boy and Girls ‘Scouts: hos 
the Church will also attend the service. 
invitation has been extended to all Tro 
of Boy and Girl Scouts in the city. 
Sunday evening, June 1, Rev. LeVan 
deliver the baccalaureate sermon to th 
graduates of the Hebron eh School 
St. John’s Church. 

“A unique Mother’s Day service was h 
in the Reformed Church at Ashland, ol 
on May 11. The entire service was con- 
ducted by the women. Miss Edna M. oe be 
ing, who arranged the program, presided 
and offered the invocation and read the KG 
Scripture Lesson. Miss Minnie A. Horn ~ 
offered a soulful prayer. Miss Edna M 
Weidman delivered a fine address on 
theme, ‘‘A Mother and Her Daughter.’” 
girls’ chorus and the Church choir f 
nished the music. All the pastor, Rev. I. 
M. Schaeffer, had to do was to pronounce 
the benediction. 


‘Tn renewing my subscription fo 


been a welcome visitor to my h 
always read its pages with intere 
always has the preference over th 
paper. . . If every member 
read the ‘Church paper it would no 
long to raise that six million dollars. 
am a florist by occupation. I read. m 
florist paper to receive information — 

trade, so every Christian should d 
Church paper to be a good Ch 
Henry Bashman, Mount Pleasant, 


A unique service was held 
Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. Carl H. 
pastor, on Sunday afternoon, May 
the Memorial Chime and Harp in 
of Mr. Jacob Nolde, were dedi iter 
pipe organ with which the chim 
were connected, was placed — in ° 
in 1910 by Mr. Nolde, in mem 
son, Cart Louis, thus making 
in memory of Mr. Nolde most fi 
eral Synod’s form for ‘‘The 
nee was pede rc tl 


CIRCULATION NEWS 


SECOND CHURCH, READING, PA., FALLS INTO LINE 


town clock on the belfry of the Good Shep- 
herd Reformed Church, Boyertown, Pa. 
Rev. G. G. Greenawald announced that 
members of the Church gather in the Sun- 
day School room and express their senti- 
ments relative to the purchase of a huge 
clock. An immediate response showed 
that the members are in favor of the new 
movement and it was learned that $590 
had already been subscribed, which proved 
the movement a success from the start. It 
was suggested that the clock be placed as 
a memorial to the heroes of the town in 
the world war. 


Rev. J. Edward Klingaman, of Clear 
Spring, Md., is a busy pastor. Besides 
preaching in the two Churches of his 
charge, he is supplying the ‘Church at Syl- 
van, Pa. He was also one of the canvassers 
in the Victory Loan Drive and was re- 
elected President of the Clear Spring Sun- 
day School Association at its recent meet- 
ing. He attended the seven District Sun- 
day School Conventions of Washington 
County, conveying the two State and coun- 
ty workers to each meeting, and made one 
or more addresses at each convention. The 
work of his charge is not being neglected. 
The evening services at St. Paul’s Church, 
after a trial, have proved so beneficial that 
they will be continued. 


ae Rev. E. F. Wiest, D. D., of Lebanon, 
-  Pa., conducted a week of services for Rev. 


lias S. Noll in Mt. Pleasant Church, end- 
aie ing May 11. In spitesof the mud and rain 
aii: the services were well attended, every 
service having a larger audience than the 


membership. The campaign was well plan- 
ned and persistently pushed and the results 
justified the efforts, as 29 were added to 
the Sunday School and 32 to the Church. 
+The power of the Holy Spirit manifested 
among children as well as adults proved 
it to be a real work of grace. Rev. Noll 
and his people showed what hearty co- 
operation can do, as the membership has 
__ been increased one-third through their com- 
bined efforts. 


FA 


mY The 51st annual convention of the Perry 
+ County Sabbath School Association was 
held at Ickesburg, Pa., in the Reformed 
and Lutheran Churches, May 14 and 15. 
a It was pronounced one of the best conven- 
tions held in the county. Although Ickes- 
_-‘+burg is somewhat removed from a railroad, 
the attendance was large and at the even- 


“ 


ing sessions the Churches proved quite in- 
ae adequate for the crowds of people who 


-—s wished to attend. The music was in charge 
of C. Harold Lowden, Music Editor of the 
_ Board, who has served the county twice 
before and has been engaged for next 
_-—s-year’s convention, to be held at Millers- 
town. The minister at Ickesburg charge is 
Rev. Edward V. Strasbaugh, a real live 
wire, to whom much of the credit is due 
for the success of the convention. 


ae, Paradise Charge, Troutsville, Pa. Rev. 
__-—s*'William H. Cogley, pastor, has given in the 
past year for benevolences a total of 
‘$1,114.95, as follows: To the Orphans’ 
_- Home, Trinity $63.30, Paradise $24.80; for 
Armenian Relief, Trinity $45; for War 
Emergency, Trinity $90.20, Paradise $30.80; 
for Ministerial Relief, Trinity $20.70, Par- 
dise $18; for Home and Foreign Missions 
special), Trinity $15.71, Paradise $13.40; 
for Apportionment, Trinity $450.40, Para- 
 dise $342.64. Their Easter offering for 
apportionment was most liberal, Trinity 
; ving $192.97 and Paradise $129, going 
“Cover the top’’ and leaving a balance of 
$85.40 in Trinity and $43.64 in Paradise 
treasury to begin the benevolence of the 
new year. Trinity Church has 25 additions 
_ by confirmation, 10 by certificate, 2 by 
v ye-profession. The current expense budget 
’ the charge, which was raised, was 
;00. This makes tho total of $2,714.95 
itures in the charge. At the annual 
ng of the joint consistory the pastor’s 
eased $300 per annum. 


<> 
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With only an incomplete canvass 60 new 
subscriptions to the ‘‘Messenger’’ in the 
congregation of the Second Church, Read- 
ing, Pa., Rev. Scott R. Wagner, D. D., 
pastor, were reported by our Field Repre- 
sentative. Every member of the consistory, 
including the Board of Trustees, is now a 
subscriber. Mr. Dahlman says that Dr. 
Wagner’s courtesy in asking him to ad- 
dress the congregation contributed very 
materially to the success of the canvass. 
To the people who were present at the serv- 


ices, Mr. Dahlman needed no introduction; 
they were prepared for his visit and were 
ready to be enrolled as subscribers. Not- 
withstanding May Day parades, Victory 
Bond demonstrations and the celebration 
attending the return of the Rainbow Divi- 
sion, Mr. Dahlman found the members of 
the Second Church willing to take time to 
consider the claims of the ‘‘Messenger,’’ 
thus affording an excellent example of 
faithful Church membership. 


AMONG THE CHURCHES 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Coopersburg, Rev. J. M. Kressley.—Addi- 


tions: Letter 7, Re-profession 1, total 8. 


Ideal weather. Largest number communed 
under present pastorate. Benevolent offer- 
ing largest in history of the charge. No 
classes were under instruction. 

= * * 


Spinnerstown (Great Swamp-Chestnut 
Hill), Rev. T. H. Bachman.—Additions: 
Re-profession 3. Offering: Current Expenses 
$456, Apportionment $277, total $733. A 
cantata, ‘‘Redemption’s Song,’’ was suc- 
cessfully rendered on April 27. The S. 8S. 
Y. P. Society and Ladies’ Sewing Circle 
unitedly bought a Decker & Son piano for 
the Church. The pastor was given a con- 
siderable sum in cash as an Easter gift. 

* * * 


Berwick, Rev. William H. Snyder.—We 
observed Mother’s Day with grand success. 
A beautiful service was given to an audi- 
ence filling the auditorium of the Church. 
The pastor’s sermon was ‘‘Mother’s 
Love,’’ basing his remarks on 1 Samuel 
2: 19. Three new members were received 
by letter. Zwingli Church has the pleasure 
of reporting 80 new members since Janu- 
ary Ist. 


* * * 


Littlestown (St. James’), Rev. H. 8. 
Shelley—Additions: Confirmation 1, Let- 
ter 3, total 4. Offering: Apportionment 
$70, Other Benevolences $15, total $85. 
Largest attendance during present pastor- 
ate. $360 were paid on parsonage debt. 
Two classes under instruction in the Cate- 
chism. 

* * * 


Ephrata (First), Rev. Martin Schweit- 
zer, Ph. D.—Additions: Confirmation 2, 
Letter 4, Re-profession 1, total 7. We will 
have. regular confirmation of a large class 
on Whitsunday on account of accident of 
the pastor during winter. 


Te. 


Williamsport (St. John’s), Rev. W. C. 
Rittenhouse.—EHaster services were delight- 
ful and inspiring throughout. The attend- 
ance at the early service was the best yet. 
The Communion attendance was as large 
as any in the history of the congregation. 
11 were received by confirmation, 7 by 
letter, 6 by re-profession, total 24. Four 
infant baptisms. The offering for the day 
from all sources amounted to $706. The 
apportionment of $761 is paid in full. $250 
was also paid on a small mortgage indebt- 
edness. The year has been a most success- 
ful one. The Every-Member Canvass held 
recently shows a very good increase over 
last year’s report. The congregational 
missionary society made an every-member 


canvass with gratifying results. When 
the canvassers reported at the Church on 
Tuesday evening they- became the guests 
of the president of the society, Mr. Frank 
Romig. A pleasant social hour was spent, 
concluding with refreshments. 

* * * 


Herndon (Mahanoy), Rev. Charles H, 
Brown.—The Easter season has meant 
much to the members of this charge. Un- 
like the brethren of the cities, the pastor 
of a charge lying almost or altogether in 
the country does not finish his Easter work 
promptly on Easter Day. So with the work 
here. Though not completed in our Com- 
munion work, we rejoice to report results 
as follows: Herndon: 86 communed; offer- 
ing $63; members received by Confirmation 
2, by Letter 3; catechetical class of 8: 
Teacher Training of 5. Urban: 83 com- 
muned; offering $53; at the evening serv- 
ice $21 and a few crates of eggs were 
donated to the orphans; 12 received by 
Confirmation, Himmels: 177 communed. 
offering $77; received by Confirmation 17, 
by Letter 5, by Re-profession 1. Hebe: 58 
communed; offering $25.35. Red Cross ob- 
served May 11. Total receptions, 42; total 
receptions since fall, 57, Our Easter season 
marks a new order of things, viz., more 
communicants and greater offerings than 
any time in the history of the charge. 

* * * 


Tamaqua (Christ), Rey. A. 0. Thompson, 
supply pastor—Spring Communion held on 
Sunday, May llth. Additions: Confirma- 
tion 5, Letter and Re-profession 3, total 8. 
Apportionment raised in full. This con- 
gregation annually is in the list of those 
that contribute more ‘‘for themselves?’ 
than ‘‘for others.’’ Total apportionment 
raised during the year at Trinity and 
Christ Churches, $1,546, ‘ 

* * * 

Mahanoy City (Grace), Rev. Harry J. F. 
Uberroth.—Adiditions: Confirmation 5, Let- 
ter 1, Re-profession 17, total 23. Offering: 
Current Expenses $82. Three services. All 
well attended. Large percentage of mem- 
bership communed. At the afternoon serv- 
vice a campaign to raise $9,000 to liquidate 
the Church debt was inaugurated. The of- 
fering for this fund amounted to $1,015.98, 

* * * 


Selinsgrove, Rey. Leon S. Drumheller.— 
Offering for Current Expense $100, Appor- 
tionment $284. Apportionment: of $909 
raised in full. $281.35 given to War 
Emergency Fund> Last December a class 
of 11 was confirmed at Verdilla. On Palm 
Sunday morning a class of 26 was con- 
firmed at Kratzerville and a class of 12 
at Selinsgrove. Total confirmed 49, receiv- 
ed by Letter 1 and by Re-profession 1, 
total 51. On Whitsunday a class will be 
confirmed at Salem and a second class at 
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Selinsgrove. There is also a determined 
effort being made to pay off the Church 
debt at Selinsgrove on Whitsunday. The 
balance is $1,900. At a birthday social held 


on May 9, $82.90 was realized toward this 
fund. Last winter, after being ill for two 
weeks with the ‘‘flu,’’ the pastor ventured 
to attend the service on Christmas Day 
evening, At this service he was presented 
with a purse of $100.50, a gift from the 
Selinsgrove congregation. Needless to add, 
his recovery from that moment was very 
rapid. When the joint consistory met on 
Sunday, May 4, the pastor’s salary was in- 
creased $200 per year. 
* * * 

Fredericksburg (Bethel), Rev. C. M. Ris- 
singer,— Additions: ‘Confirmation 33, Let- 
ter 1, Re-profession 2, total 36. Offering: 
Apportionment $158.77. 

* * * 

Lititz (Warwick), Rev. G. B. Raezer.— 
Additions: Confirmation 8, Letter 3, chil- 
dren baptized 2, total 13. Offering: Cur- 
rent Expenses $90,. Apportionment $65, 
Other Benevolences $5, total $160. Duplex 
envelope system used in the charge by the 
three congregations. Last Communion for 
the (Easter) spring season held May 11th, 
1919. The ‘‘flu’’ wrought great havoc in 
this charge, throwing our plans out of com- 
mission, “Another class, numbering 8, will 
be confirmed later. 

* * * 


Perkasie (Hilltown Charge), Rev. C. E. 
Heffleger.—10 new members received into 
St. Peter’s Church and 9 in St. Luke’s at 
Dublin. The charge went ‘‘over the top’’ 
in the War Emergency 'Campaign, St. 
Peter’s giving $135.25 and St. Luke’s $143. 
St. Peter’s Church has paid its apportion- 
ment in full. At the spring Communion, 
St. Peter’s paid $170.04 and St. Luke’s 
$102.40 toward the apportionment. 

* * % 

Mahanoy City (St. Paul’s), Rev. George 
M. Smith—The past several months have 
been exceedingly busy months for St. 
Paul’s. The work in the gymnasium has 
received a new impetus through the elee- 
tion of Lieut. William E. Barr as physical 
director. It is a great pleasure indeed to 
see from 40 to 70 boys in the ‘‘gym’’ en- 
gaged in Scout work. On Monday evening, 
May 12, the annual congregational meet- 
ing was held. The year closed marked a 
real epoch in the Church. It was the best 
year financially in the history of St. 
Paul’s. The bonded indebtedness of the 
Chureh is $2,400, a negligible quantity for 
the congregation. The financial report was 
the best in the history of St. Paul’s. St. 
Paul’s is anticipating the time when she 
shall have a representative in the foreign 
field. 


* * * 


Hazleton (Emmanuel’s), Rev. 8. E. Stof- 
flett—The Easter services in Emmanuel’s 
Church were very successful. 275 commun- 
ed at the early 6 o’clock service. Very 
nearly 600 communed during the day. The 
musi¢ was rich and inspiring. The pro- 
cessional and the recessional by the junior 
choir was very much enjoyed and was ap- 
provingly spoken of by many of the mem- 
bers. The cantata, ‘‘Life Everlasting,’’ 
by the senior choir, was rendered in fault- 
less style on Easter Sunday evening, and 
pleased the large audience present. Rev. 
S. E. Stofflett received 40 new members 
into the communion of the Church. The 
offerings of the day amounted to $413.40. 
We use the duplex envelopes. The Christ- 
ian Endeavor Society had the picture of 
the inside of the Church taken with the 
Easter decorations and the Service Flag 
in order that it might be preserved in me- 
moriam of the boys in the service of their 
country. The pastor preached a sermon on 
‘*The Church and the Bolsheviki Menace’’ 
on Sunday evening, May 4, which was 
highly spoken of, and the request has come 
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for its repetition in order that it might 
have wider recognition and more influence 
in a community that is largely industrial. 
The pastor will soon complete 24 years of 


NEW In-As-Much 


AND A Missionary Episode for ; . 
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service in this congregation. The Christ- WORTH Young People - 
ian Endeavor Society had one Welcome Sore hy Geedines ee 
Home Service for the boys so far returned, WHILE Music by 


and are waiting to hold another when more 
of the boys are back. 

Mother’s Day was appropriately ob- 
served with a large attendance. The pas- 
tor had challenged the men to be present 
in honor of their mothers, whether living 
or dead. <A special program of the old 
mother songs and recitations by members 
of the Sunday School was finely carried 
out. Mr. John A. Souders and the pastor 
made addresses. The altar was decorated 
with a large bouquet of white carnations. 
The Christian Endeavor Society entertain- 
ed the new members received at Easter. A 
regular ‘program was rendered, after which 
the new members were welcomed by the 
members of the consistory and their wives 
and others present. Refreshments were 
served and a general good time was en- 
joyed. The benevolences of the congrega- 
tion during the past Classical year were 
$2,511.13, which averages about $4 per 
member, 


C. Harold Lowden 


Requires about 30 min- 
utes to render; is not diffi- 
cult to arrange. Very little 
to be memorized. Can 
never be forgotten. 


Its Rendition Means a New 
Vision for Missions in 
Your Church 


15e the copy, $1.50 the 
dozen, postpaid. 


Mother Dear 


A charming song written [ 
by Mr. Lowden in memory | 
of his own mother. Many § 
have expressed their opin- — 
ion that it is the most 
touching of all similar 
songs, and should be in 
every home, particularly — 
where Mother is only 3 . 
precious memory. : 


25 cents the copy. 
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FOURTH Younes weapiaa Societies 

: Day Schools, Eete., are g¢ 


ing this new ~wonde 
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Philadelphia (Emanuel), Rev. Benj. S. 
Stern, D. D.—Additions: Confirmation 15, 
Letter 3, Profession and Re-profession 9, 
total 27. Offering, $330. Most of this for — 


i country. In _ these 
congregational purposes. The nothing could be m 
. Heldetbery. 73) cents cack tt 
Coplay, Rev. Thomas H. Krick.—The con- Press - dozen es 
gregations of the charge went ‘‘over the 15th & RaceSts. We gladly send “on 
top’? during the Easter Communions in Philadelphia proval.” Send for ex: 


Benevolence. ‘Communion at Mickley’s on Bauer, ee 


Palm Sunday. Communed, 306. Offering 
for Benevolence $214, congregational pur- 
poses $320. New members received, 8. 
Communion at Coplay on Easter 10.30 A. 
M. and 7.30 P. M. Benevolence $276, con- 
gregational purposes $125. Confirmed 18, 
Re-profession 13. Communion at Fullerton * 
on Easter 6 A. M. and 6 P. M. Communed, 
214. Benevolence $103, congregational 
purposes $60. Re-profession 11. The (con- 
gregations of the charge also went ‘‘over 
the top’’ in the war work campaign for 
the Protestant Churches of France and 
Belgium. Amount contributed, $560. Of- es a he Te Siti ee a 
fering for Syrians, $144. “4g 
How to Pray. “6 
By R. A. Torrey sss<1a¥e well peewee 


Secret of Prayer. : a 
By- BD. DeByrun.c.. cheese cee 


cs 

Publication and Sunday School 
of the Reformed Chur . 
Fifteenth and Race Sts, Ph 


In the Official Colors a tne R 
Church ~ 

Size, 17/4, x 27 inches, ma 
felt, the border, tees 3 f 
words ‘*Banner Class’’ are 
a background of dark 
the General Synod of 5 eee 


The Book of Answered Prayer. 
By John T. Paftd. sac 4 


The Dynamic of All Prayer. me 
By G. Granger Fleming....... 


The Meaning of Prayer. — a 
By Harry Hmerson Fosdick... 


Method in Prayer. 
By W. Graham Scnoaaieeee 


* * * L 


Altoona Christ), Rev. Oswin S. Frantz. 
—Additions: Confirmation 7, Letter 5, Re- 
profession 3, total 15. Offering: Current 
Expenses $103, Other Benevolences $515, 
total $618. Apportionment previously paid. 
Beautiful Easter decorations furnished by 
Mr. and Mrs. George L. Seal, in memory 
of their parents. The Easter benevolent 
money will be given to the Home Mission 
Board as a ‘Church Building Gift Fund. 

* * cd 

Sunbury (Augusta), Rev. W. M. Hoover. 
—Additions: Confirmation 13, Letter 1, Re- 
profession 2, total 16. Offering: Benevo- 
lence $110. Apportionment paid. Beside- 
paying the apportionment this charge has 
given $60 to the War Emergency Fund and 
$50 to Allentown College for Women. Also 
increased the salary of the pastor $200. 
Membership of charge, 250. Average con- 
tribution for current expenses and benevo- 
lence, $6.48 per member. Monthly enve- 
lopes used for current expenses. eon en- 
velopes for benevolence. 
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Clear Spring, Rev. J. Edward Klinga- 
man.—The War Emergency Fund at Clear 
Spring amounted to $15.15 and at St. 
Paul’s Church, $46.35. The Foreign Mis- i 
sion Day offering at Clear Spr ng was 
$4.59 and at St. Paul’s, $11.09. ; 
gids eis pastor and ese rf 


15th | and E 


when 87 met together and enjoyed supper 
in the Sunday School auditorium. During 

_ March a week of evangelistic services was 
held at each Church. These meetings were 
_ well attended and followed with good re- 
ix sults. At the joint consistory meeting the 
usual business was transacted, all bills were 
paid and St. Paul’s had a fine balance in 
‘the treasury. At this time the pastor’s 
salary was increased $300. The pastor held 
_ Easter services at Clear Spring, Dry Run 
-. and St. Paul’s Union. (On April 13, in St. 
a: Paul’s Church, 123 communed, the largest 
ined 
= 
- 


in the history of the Church. 17 were re- 
_ ceived at this time, and the offering 
a amounted to $62.06. On April 20, 45 com- 
- muned at Clear Spring Church, one new 
‘ member was added and the offering was 
$33.85. The seven District Sunday School 
Conventions were held May 6, 7 and 8, this 
being the first time in the history of Wash- 
ington County that all the districts held 
their meetings consecutively. Seven years 
ago Washington County paid $20 into the 
State Association. Last year it paid $200, 
and this year it hopes to pay $400, of 
which $200 will be personal subscription. 
The State budget is $12,500. 
——- be * * 
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saltimore (First and St. Stephen’s), 
Robert Miles Stahl—Additions: Con- 


lion, inspiring music. Largest offering 
years. Mayor of our city, James Pres- 
present at Palm Sunday service. 
ion of First and St. Stephen’s working 
_ satisfactorily. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


Lexington (Upper Davidson), Rev. J. D. 
drew.—Additions: Confirmation 4, Let- 
tal 5. Offering: Current Expenses 
portionment $160, total $220. The 
nions were large and the interest 


(OEBE DEACONESS AND OLD 


Robert M. Kern, Superintendent. 


rpts from the Annual Report to the 
"i Classes. 


Phoebe Deaconess Home was estab- 
at the annual meetings of East 
Ivania, Lehigh and Tohickon Classes 
. In 1903 the plan of the Old 
Tome was added. The first resident 
Yd Folks’ Home was admitted in 
stember, 1904. The first Deaconesses 
re ordained on Whitsunday, June, 1908. 
\t the meeting of the Executive Committee 
November 11, 1904, the Secretary of 
ommittee was requested to proceed at 
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once to organize a Ladies’ Auxiliary to 
assist the Board in maintaining and caring 
for the institution, In October, 1904, the 
Home, 1923 Turner street, was formally 
dedicated to the Lord. 

Since these days of the early beginnings 
of this institution a good many things have 
transpired which would make very interest- 
ing reading. A happy Home was provided 
for 51 aged persons. Twenty-one of these 
have passed to their eternal reward. Some 
members of our family have tarried with 
us but for a year or even less; some a 
number of years, several as high as 12 
and 14 years. 

Ten young women have been educated 
and were finally consecrated to the Lord 
as Deaconesses. Of these two have since 
been married, one was disabled, one serves 
as matron of the Old Folks’ Home, one has 
relinquished her calling after eight months’ 
experience, five remain in the regular serv- 
CO. 

A good many families with serious ill- 
ness have been helped. The sick members 
carefully nursed and in most cases the rest 
of the family taken care of by our Deacon- 
esses. Three parishes have been supplied 
for a limited period with Deaconesses. One 
Deaconess is serving in the capacity of 
Social Service work under the direction 
of the Allentown Hospital, All other 
Deaconess service was rendered in the 
form of responding to emergency calls. 

The Board of Trustees meets quarterly 
and attends to all immediate business mat- 
ters. Dr. W. H. Hartzell requested the 
Board last June to relieve him of the Pres- 
ideney. Dr. Hartzell has rendered very 
valuable service to the institution in 
various capacities. Rev. J. O. Oswald was 
elected in his stead. KE. H. Renninger con- 
tinues our efficient and faithful Treasurer 


of the Board. The Board of Trustees is — 


composed of busy men, yet all of them 
evince a splendid interest in the work. 
The Ladies’ Auxiliary, headed by our 
efficient and untiring President, Mrs. David 
H. Kratz, continues to manifest a very 
healthy interest in the work. They are 


very anxious to organize new chapters in — 


congregations where there are none and 
revive the interest in a few where it seems 
to be lagging. The Board heartily appreci- 
ates their interest and help. Although 
there were very many demands made dur- 
ing the year upon our ladies from other 
sources, they did not allow our work to 
go by default. 

“The Old Folks’ Department, under the 
able oversight of our matron, Miss Emma 
Houser, is in splendid «ondition. She 
gets along very nicely with the residents 
and they appear to be happy and comfort- 
able. We had three deaths during the year: 
John Kemmerer, Susan Leisenring, and 
Catherine Trump. The general health of 
our family has been good. We had one 
case of influenza, likely brought home 
through a visit to Philadelphia. Dr. Hart- 
zell continues to be our family physician, 
and through his assistant, Dr. Willard 
Kline, attends faithfully to our wants. 

Last fall we received four new proba- 
tioners in the Deaconess Training School 
and consecrated six Deaconesses. This was 
the largest class ever ordained in the Re- 
formed Church, so far as we know. Our 
hopes for the future of the Diaconate ran 
high. We all felt we had laid the founda- 
tions well, and that at last most of our 
former difficulties had now been over- 
come. 

One of the Deaconesses was placed in a 
‘parish at Reading, another in a congrega- 
tion in Allentown, a third one is doing 
Social Service work, as stated before. All 
of them were plunged into nursing during 
the influenza epidemic and rendered well- 
nigh heroie service. They were highly 
praised and intensely appreciated wherever 


we sent them. 
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pidemie three of the proba- 
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tioners left the school. One of the Deacon- 
esses relinquished her calling, and the 
Head Deaconess, Miss Louise Whiteman, 
after laboring untiringly for three years 
accepted a call to a large Presbyterian 
Church in Harrisburg. 

The.Board of Trustees decided at the 
last annual meeting to make an effort to 
raise one thousand new corporation mem- 
bers. Aside of the ‘‘Phoebe Home Mes- 
senger,’’ a few laymen and pastors, not 
much effort was made to secure these 
memberships. There are now 193 members 
on our roll. Of these 79 were secured dur- 
ing the year. This is 48 more than last 
year and happily proves to be by far the 
best year we have ever had along this line. 
The members pay their dues promptly. 
Two of our corporation members died dur- 
ing the year. The effort to secure the 
one thousand is by no means abandoned, 
on the contrary, we are earnestly hoping 
that the rest of the Churches will do their 
very best to secure their quota. This 
would prove a wonderful help to the cause. 


Donation Day will be celebrated June 
19, 1919. The ladies are working hard to 
make it a big day. There is no reason 
why our Donation Day should not assume 
the form of a monster reunion of the Re- 
formed people and their friends in this 
strong. center of our beloved Church. 

The financial phase of our work is en- 
couraging. We were very much afraid a 
year ago that this year would prove a 
serious exception to the past. The war 
threw everything into confusion; and the 
many loans tied up a great deal of money. 
We expected nothing else but that we 
would go into debt. We are glad to tell 
our friends that all our current expenses 
are paid up to date, that part of the winter 
coal is in the cellar, and a little balance 
left over with which to do business. 

Our debt on the property of twenty 
thousand dollars is the same as a year ago, 
This leaves the amount of interest same 
as last year. The three Classes have al- 
ways been faithful and prompt in meeting 
this. We hope that they will continue 
to meet this necessary obligation. 

The Endowment Fund made a little gain. 
We received two life membership fees of 
$150 each, a gift of $200 from Rev. Kryder 
Evans, D. D., in memory of his wife, and 
a legacy of $200 from James Kocher. The 
new life members are Mrs. Etta Freed 
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Gerhard and W. H. Lauer. This fund now 
totals $3,021.89. 

Our current expense account makes a 
creditable showing. Some of the principle 
sources of income are the following: Cor- 
poration fees and dues, $1,425; Donation 


Day receipts, $1,719; Ladies’ Auxiliary, 
$706; admission fees, $1,600; Deaconess 
service, $1,006; cash donations ~ direct, 


$1,027; legacies, $3,600. Our heaviest items 
of expense are Salaries, $2,937; hired help, 
$1,334; groceries, $798; Deaconess allow- 
ance, $691. 


The Treasurer’s Statement 


Balance on hand May 1, 1918 .. $1,495.29 
Receipts (May 1, 1918—May 1, 
GED) atta te tetsral cleat stein Meretaletarar 12,012.79 
MO GALAVOCOUP GS t50rs cs eneteronene sie $13,508.08 
Expenditures (May 1, 1918—May 
DUO LON Ses sraterlsdsve nian cteitenrertie's 11,104.34 
Balance May 1, 1919 ...... ' $2,403.74 


We would call special attention to the 
following: 

That Donation Day will be celebrated 
June 19, and-¢that the Board of Trustees 
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joins the Ladies’ Auxiliary in asking the 
people to come from far and near to spend 
the day at the Phoebe Home. 

That the Ladies’ Auxiliary will be given 
every possible encouragement in their ef- 
fort to organize new Chapters in congre- 
gations where none now exist. 

That the pastors and elders of this 
Classis make an earnest effort to secure 
as many Corporation and Life Memberships 
as possible. 

That the people be encouraged to make 
donations to the Home either in cash or 
produce. 

That our people be instructed either dur- 
ing pastoral visits, through parish papers, 
addresses or sermons that there is a worthy 
Institution in the Reformed Church known 
as the ‘‘Phoebe Deaconess Home’’ of the 
Reformed Church in the U. S., located in 
Allentown, Pa., and that this institution 
should be remembered in their wills. 

Grateful to Almighty God for the privi- 
lege of service, sincerely appreciative of 
every form of help received at the hands 
of my brethren, I remain 


Yours fraternally, 
Robert M, Kern 


Resolutions Adopted by the Federal Council of the 


Churches of Christ in America in Special Session 
at Cleveland, Ohio, May 6-8, 1919 


I. SOCIAL SERVICE. 


Facing the social issues involved in re- 
construction, we affirm, as Christian 
Churches, our belief: 


1. That the teachings of Jesus are those 
of essential democracy and express them- 
selves through brotherhood and the co- 
operation of all groups. We deplore class 
struggle and declare against all class dom- 
ination, whether of capital or labor. Sym- 
pathizing with labor’s desire for a better 
day and an equitable share in the profits 
and management of industry, we stand for 
orderly and progressive social reconstruc- 
tion instead of revolution by violence. 

2. That an ordered and constructive 
democracy in industry is as necessary as 
political democracy, and that collective 
bargaining and the sharing of shop control 
and management are inevitable steps in its 
attainment. 

3. That the first charge upon industry 
should be that of a wage sufficient to sup- 
port an American standard of living. To 
that end we advocate the guarantee of a 
minimum wage, the control of unemploy- 
ment through Government labor exchanges, 
public work, land settlement, social insur- 
ance, and experimentation in profit shar- 
ing and co-operative ownership. 

4. We recognize that women played no 
small part in the winning of the war. We 
believe that they should have full political 
and economic equality with equal pay for 
equal work, and a maximum eight-hour day. 


We declare for the abolition of night work 


by women and the abolition of child labor; 
and for the provision of adequate safe- 
guards to insure the moral as well as the 
physical health of the mothers and chil- 
dren of the race. 

Resolved, That the statement of the Com- 
mission on the Church and Social Service, 
*‘The Church and Social Reconstruction,’’ 
be received; that it be referred to the 
Administrative Committee with the idea 
of publication after revision over the seal 
of the Federal Council, and that it be com- 
mended to the Churches for study and use. 

It was voted to reaffirm the Social Creed 
of the Churches and insert the same with 
the resolutions on social service. 


II. National and International 


Resolved, That we express our gratitude 
for the establishment of the League of 
Nations as agreed upon by the Paris Peace 
Conference and pledge our support in se- 
curing its ratification by the Senate of the 
United States and our devotion to make it 
a success. 


Resolved, That we urge the incorporation 


at an early date into the covenant of the 
League of Nations of a clause guarantee- 
ing freedom of religious belief. 


Resolved, That we urge the incorporation 
at an early date into the covenant of the 
League of Nations a clause guaranteeing 
equality of race treatment, understanding 
by this equal treatment in respect of the 
law and its administration in the case of 
aliens lawfully within the territory ot 
the government concerned. 


Resolved, That the joint statement of 
the Commission on International Justice 
and Goodwill and ithe Commission on Rela- 
tions with the Orient, entitled ‘‘The In- 
ternational Duty and Opportunity for 
American Christianity,’’ be received and 
that it be referred to the Administrative 
Committee with the idea of publication 
after revision over the seal of the Fed- 
eral Council, and that it be commended to 
the Churches for study and use. 


Resolved, That legislation by Congress 
should be ‘passed providing for the ade- 
quate protection of the lives and property 
of aliens by the Federal authorities. 

Resolved, That the new world situation 
arising through the developing life of the 
Orient requires of the United States the 
adoption (a) of a new Oriental policy 
bringing our laws into harmony with our 
treaties with China, and (b) of a policy 


in the restriction of immigration which 


shall be based on a just and equitable re- 
gard for the interests of all the nations 
concerned. 


Resolved, That the Federal Council 


memorialize the Congress of the United 


States to enact a Federal law for the 
suppression of lynching and in every way 
to use its authority to remove £20mn Amsey 
ican Society this disgraceful evil 
Whereas, Ample pene! has reached 


_ cialized agencies. 
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America in regard to a state of famine 
over wide areas in India, affecting vitally 
the welfare and shortening the lives of a 
multitude of Indian people, including large 
numbers of ‘Christians, which the resources 
of missions in India and of the Home 
Boards are entirely inadequate to meet, and 
Whereas, The Churches of America have 
taken a large part in securing funds for 
the American Red Cross, and these funds 
have been used in the past in relief of dis- 
tress from famine as well as for war re- 
lief, be it 
Resolved, That the Federal Council ap- ~ 
peal in behalf of the Christian Churches 
of America to the American Red ‘Cross to 
make a generous appropriation in relief of 
the great distress and in support of life 
so seriously threatened by the famine now 
prevailing in large parts of India, and be — : 
it. further ee 
Resolved, That the Committee of Refer- 2 
ence and Counsel be urged in conjunction 
with the Federal Council to proceed to — 
make a public appeal to the Christian peo: 
ple of America in behalf of this cause. 
Resolved, That the Federal Council ex- 
press its hearty approval of the action of - 
the General Committee on Army and Na 
Chaplains, as endorsed by the Gene 
War-Time Commission of the Churche 
urging upon the War Department by a 
ter addressed to the Secretary of Wa: 
der date of March 3, 1919, that in plans 
the reorganization of the Army a 
provision be made for a ‘Chaplain coat 
harmony with the general practice of 
Army, and for promotion of Chaplains on 
more just terms than at present. - 


Whereas, War-Time and constitutio 
prohibition having been adopted, we 
peal to the Congress of the United S 
to enact proper laws for their ef 
enforcement. We appeal to all public 
ficials to fearlessly enforce the laws t 
have been or may be enacted and 
them our hearty support in the enitor 
ment of their duties. 

Resolved, That the Churches be 
to take vigorous measures to resist | 
tempt which is being made in man 
for legalizing admission fees to moti 
tures and to baseball games on Sunday 


III. Religious Organizations mee. 
The creation of a Commission o1 % 
Religious Press is approved, of w. 
itors of religious papers shall be a 
members as provided in the by-laws. 
The Federal Council heartily wel 
the inauguration of the Interchurch 
Movement, and commends it t 
Churches. The movement has a dis is ‘in 
field, creating nod duplication of ef 
we recommend that in its presentati on 
distinction of function and field © 
it and the Federal Council be clear 
Resolved, That the Administrative 
mittee appoint a special committee « 
preferably but not necessarily of diffe 
denominations, to make a study 
principle of ecclesiastical co- ‘opers 
these four areas: . 
1. Of the local community. 
2. Within the circle of the 
a single denomination. 
3. Between denominatio 
4. Between the denomi 
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THE 25TH / 


The 25th anniversary of Org 
day School so of the = 


a 
re, 


May 22, 1919. | 


For two years this committee has been 
enlarged by the addition of one Sunday 
School worker from each Church in West 

New York Classis, and since such arrange- 
ment proved successful the first year, the 
committee thought it wise the second year 
to call upon the Sunday School superin- 
tendents of the various schools to meet 
with the committee and help plan for the 
conferences to be held during the year. 
This gave us for this conference three per- 
sons in each congregation, the minister, the 
superintendent and the member on the com- 
mittee, to work for a good attendance. 
Both meetings were well attended, which 
proved the wisdom of such arrangement. 


- The subjects for discussion were those 
suggested by the Sunday School Board. 
The speakers secured by the committee 
were some of the strongest ministers and 

~ laymen of Buffalo. 


i Rev. W. W. McCall, a minister of the 
-- United Presbyterian Church, spoke on the 
subject, ‘‘The Service of Worship and 
_ Preaching.’’? Mr. C. I. Heckman, teacher of 
_ the Men’s Bible Class of Emanuel Reform: 
ed Church, spoke on ‘‘The Sunday School.”’ 
is Rev. Charles Peters, of St. Paul’s Re- 
formed Church, discussed the subject, ‘‘The 
_ Church- Paper, ” and Rev. J. D. Campbell, 
. D., a minister of the Presbyterian 
hurch, spoke on ‘‘The Prayer Meeting.’’ 
hese were exceptionally strong presenta- 
ons of the subjects. Rev. C. A. Hauser, 
. D., our Educational Superintendent, had 
arge of the discussion following each 
ibject. 
es ‘At the evening session there were two 
_ speakers, Mr. W. F. Whelan, of one of the 
J eee Methodist Churches of the city, who 
having as his subject ‘‘The Family Altar,’’ 
yoke of its importance for and influence 
j Beton the family and the Kingdom of God. 
v. Hauser made the closing address, in 
which he gave a brief history of the work 
the Board has accomplished during the 25 
ears. Also emphasized the task that is 
Eiatore the Church to plan for and to 
adopt ways and means for the carrying on 
religious training that ‘‘the earth may 
be filled with the knowledge of the glory 
4 a3 the Lord as the waters cover the sea.’’ 
’ This was a strong plea to our Churches. 
‘any remarked that this was one of the 
est union meetings of the Reformed 
‘4 vehes of Buffalo. 
ee In the evening the Superintendent of the 
- Erie County Sunday School Association 
: | with us and although he and the first 


the meeting they became so interested 
the program that they decided to stay 
the end. This is an indication that 
work the Reformed Churches are do- 
along Sunday School lines is being 
recognized in wider circles and should in- 
spire us to greater activity. May the in- 
- spiration received from this conference 
ve a blessing to every school. 


F. W. Engelman 


COMMENCEMENT AT MASSANUTTEN 
_ The 20th annual commencement program 
Massanutten Academy will open with 
music recitals by students of the de- 
nents of music, May 23 and 28th. 
May 30th the Devereux Players will 
two performances at the Academy 
i pattie will be the first appearance 
roup of artists at Woodstock, and 
ae will be fraught with interest 
re. *¥ 
@ baccalaureate sermon will be preach- 
aul’s Reformed Church on Sun- 
ing, June Ist, by the Rev. S. L. 
Shepherdstown, W. Va., the 
e Virginia Classis. 
‘rustees will meet on Mon- 
30 P. M., and the annual 
and alumni will be held 


Dining Hall, to be 
“4 . ns = . 


aker intended to leave before the close. 
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followed by the reception in Lantz Hall 
from 9 to 12. Music will be furnished by 
Bohl’s Orchestra, of Baltimore, Md. 


Tuesday will be the day of programs, 
Oratorical contests in the morning, class 
day exercises in the afternoon, and com- 
mencement proper at night, at which time 
nine young men will be graduated as fol- 
lows: Valedictorian, Harry McDonough, 
Trenton, N. J.; Salutatorian, Joseph L. 
Naar, Trenton, N. J.; Orations, J. B. Grein- 
er, Jr., Wilmette, Il].; George Norman Ben- 
nett, Cleveland, Ohio; Leonard Blum, 
Cleveland, Ohio; Robert Gibbs Lechner, 
Trenton, N. J.; Charles Hazlett, Knoxville, 
Pa.; Taik Won Sur, Korea; Richard L. 
Bauserman, Woodstock. 


‘An event of chief interest during the 
week will be the military review, under 
direction of Lieut. Prince Warren, on Sei- 
bert Athletic Field, Tuesday, 4 P. M. The 
contest will be between Companies A and 
B for the silver cup. The U. 8. Govern- 
ment has allotted us Krag-Jorgenson rifles 
for drill and rifle practice, and this aids 
materially in the completion of our mil- 
itary organization, which has been a splen- 
did asset of our work. 

Two games of baseball will be played 
during the commencement program, one 
with McKinley Manual Training High 
School, of Washington, on May 31st, and 
one with Alumni on June 2nd. 

This program will close the most suc- 
cessful year in the history of Massanutten, 
showing an attendance of over 150 stu- 
dents, of whom 107 were boarders. The 


+ 
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capacity of the dormitories was overtaxed, 
good reason for the consideration of im- 
portant problems of development by the 
Board in its annual session. 


CONCERNING AMENDMENTS TO THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE RE- 
FORMED CHURCH. 


We do well to learn from the experience 
of others. 

In the multitude of counsellors there is 
safety and wisdom. 

From this point of view the four amend- 
ments proposed by the special meeting of 
the General Synod should be heartily ap- 
proved by the several Classes. In nearly 
all the leading denominations the supreme 
general bodies meet annually. This is the 
practice of the other Presbyterian and 
Reformed Churches. 

As to Executive Commissions of General 
Synod and District Synods, the Presby- 
terian Church in the U. S. A. has found 
the plan of great value. The writer agrees 
with Dr. Isenberg and General Synod’s 
report: an Executive Commission is demo- 
cratic in spirit and provides a method by 
which the general interests of the Church 
are cared for, wisely and promptly. 

Such an Executive Commission would 
help as well as restrain, when necessary, 
the Boards and Agencies of the Church. It 
is representative of all interests of the 
congregations and Classes. Our polity and 
growth make necessary these amendments. 


Rufus W. Miller _ 


} The Church Services 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D. D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Sunday after Ascension Day. June 1, 1919. 
FAITH: WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT 
DOES 
Hebrews 11: 1-10; 12: 1, 2. 


Golden Text—Believe in God, believe 
also in me. John 14: 1. 


Lesson Outline—1. The Meaning of 
Faith. 2. The Might of Faith. 


Words are like coins. With constant use 
they lose their lustre and value. Coins 
must be reminted, from time to time, and 
words must be redefined. 


Such a word is faith, one of the great- 
est in the vocabulary of religion. It con- 
tains the purest gold of human experience. 
Life is bankrupt without it. But it may 
be debased and depreciated, to the infinite 
detriment of the commerce of religion. 


Our present lesson takes us to the great 
‘‘faith-chapter’’ of the Bible. It is a 
monument more enduring than shafts of 
marble or tablets of bronze, dedicated to 
heroes of faith. It may teach us anew 
the meaning of faith and its might. 

I, The Meaning of Faith—‘‘Now faith 
is the giving substance to things hoped for, 
a test of things not seen’’ (Hebrews 11: 
1). This is the only formal definition of 
faith to be found in-the Bible. Jesus and 
His disciples used tthe word constantly, but 
they never stopped to define it. The Master 
engendered a new faith in men. And those 
who lived in His quickening fellowship 
had no need of doctrinal definitions. 

But soon definitions and doctrines be- 
came necessary. Men divorced faith and 
works, religion and morality. Their faith 
was dead. It was mere credulity, intel- 


cd 


lectual assent to certain doctrinal and dog- 
matic propositions, but not genuine faith, 
such as Christ had begotten in men. Against 
this perversion of faith James wrote his 
epistle, in which he maintains that faith is 
the root, and good works the fruit, of 
Christianity. Similarly the author of He- 
brews seeks to guard his readers against 
an abuse of faith which imperils the soul. 
Hence he begins his faith-chapter with a 
definition of real faith. 


Since then innumerable definitions of 
faith have been given by theologians. But 
none excels the one found in our lesson. 
It consists of two assertions. The un- 
known writer calls faith ‘‘the giving sub- 
stance to things hoped for, a test of things 
unseen.’? By ‘‘things hoped for,’’ he 
means our spiritual convictions and aspira- 
tions. Evidently, these ‘‘ things hoped for’? 
are identical with ‘‘things unseen.’’ Both 
phrases denote the invisible verities and 
realities of the spirit. Faith tests and 
gives substance to these things invisible. 
It takes them out of the shadow of vague 
uncertainty and doubt, and brings them 
into the region of certain assurance. And 
it does this by test and trial. 

According to Hebrews, then, faith is an 
inward, spiritual vision of things invisi- 
ble, so vivid and vital, that it expresses 
itself in obedience. It is ‘‘trust enough to 
obey.’’? And it is only through the exer- 
cise of our human faculties of trust and 
obedience that we can apprehend the vast 
universe of spiritual realities. God, the 
soul, the forgiveness of sin, the triumph 
of righteousness, the beatitudes, immortal- 
ity—these dre spiritual realities. They lie 
outside the realm of sense and matter. They 
are invisible and intangible. You cannot 
prove their reality by logic. You cannot 
a abate their truth to a skeptic. They 
must be spiritually discerned. They make 
their appeal to our moral nature. And only 
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by a and reaction can we 
learn to know them. We must trust before 
we can try; we must do ere we can know; 
we must obey in order to believe; we must 
practice before we can preach and under- 
stand the truths of God. And such a moral 
response is genuine faith. -It sees God; 
it touches heaven; and it tastes eternal 
life. And to faith that trusts and obeys 
God will demonstrate the reality, the 
preciousness, and the abidingness of the 
things hoped for and not seen. It begins 
as an experiment, based solely upon per- 
sonal trust in Jesus ‘Christ; but it ends in 
an experience yielding convictions that 
are of granite. Such are the mystery and 
the victory of faith. 

Jesus Christ possessed this faith in the 
fullest measure. It manifested itself as 
personal trust in God, and it resulted in 
absolute obedience to the divine will. To 
Him the spiritual realities were . nearer, 
greater, and infinitely more precious than 
the objects-of sense. Through faith He 
lived in heaven while treading the earth. 
And He has opened the same path to all 
Christian believers. He summons men to 
trust the Father, whom He has revealed to 
us, and to obey Him in filial love. That 
is Christian faith. 

Such faith is not easy for creatures of 
sense and sin. It is a ‘great venture, re- 
quiring penitence and humility. To make 
that venture, we must become like chil- 
dren. And it differs widely and essen- 
tially from faith, so-called, which is only 
intellectual assent to theological proposi- 
tions, or mere emotional revelry. Intel- 
lectual faith is cold and dead. Emotional 
faith is blind and inconstant. Real faith 
is neither cold nor blind. It is intelligent 
and suffused with deep and tender feeling. 
But it is more than knowledge conveyed 
mechanically by some external authority; 
and it is deeper than the emotions engen- 
dered in a spectacular revival. It is the 
free and full surrender of one’s personality 
to Jesus Christ, involving the will, and 
head, and heart. It is the supreme act of 
the whole man, putting his trust in ‘Christ, 
and, through obedience, finding knowledge 
of spiritual things. 

II. The Might of Faith—The remainder 
of our lesson, and of the whole chapter, 
is devoted to a glowing recital of the 
achievements of faith. The author mar- 
shals some of the great men in the his- 
tory of the Hebrews who exemplify the 
faith that, through trust and obedience, 
leads to an apprehension of the unseen. 
He mentions Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, 
Moses, and many others. Each of these 
manifests the might of a living faith. 
Their faith was the victory which over- 
came the world. They had visions of God 
which enabled them to make great ven- 
tures. Thus, of old, men of faith walked 
with God and w orked for God. They trust- 
ed and obeyed Him. 

Abraham was the typical han of faith. 
His life is summed wp in verse ten: He 
looked for the city which hath the foun- 
dations, whose builder and maker is God. 
Through faith, he heard a voice and saw a 
vision which impelled the prosperous sheik 
to become a pilgrim to an unknown land. 
He left his home and he endured hard- 
ships in obedience to the divine call. His 
life was a noble venture, and it was crown- 
ed with a glorious victory. 

In this ‘‘practieal’’ age, many men need 
to learn anew the virility of faith, its 
power to achieve great victories and to ac- 
complish mighty tasks. They speak of 
faith «s illusory and visionary. They seem 
to.be unaware that all the great workers 
of mankind have also been great vision- 
aries. In all spheres of human endeavor 
and entenprise, the men who achieve great- 
ly are those who endure hardship, who 


moral response 


serve and sacrifice ‘‘as seeing the invis- 


ible.’’ Scientists, philanthropists, teach- 


ers, mothers, doctors—all are upheld and _ ee 
impelled in their arduous labors by great 


subject of reverence and worship. 


visions of the future. Thus faith under- 


lies, and makes possible, science, educa- 
tion, homes, commerce, and all that is large . 
and noble in life. It is the great dynamic 


that moves the life of mankind onward and 
upward. 

Religious faith is simply this same divine 
faculty or function raised to its highest 
power and applied to the greatest and 
most precious objects. It means to see God, 
as He has revealed Himself in Christ. When 
men are inspired by that vision of the 
Father, they will trust and obey Him. 
They will seek to live together as brothers, 
and they will labor to establish the reign 
of brotherhood upon earth. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


June Ilst—Our Relation to God. VI. Rev- 
erence and Public Worship. 


Ps. 33: 1-11; John 4: 19-26. 


The age in which we live requires that 
a new emphasis should be placed upon the 
The 
sense of God and man’s recognition of 
God’s worth too frequently fude out ot 
our life.’ There are a. number of forces 
which are operative and whieh have a 
tendency fo rob man of his proper respect 
and reverence for God. One of these is 
the scientific spirit of the age. We are 
living in a time when the spirit of crit- 
icism is abroad. We investigate and pry 
into everything. This militates against the 
spirit of reverence. 
alyze a flower it loses its fragrance and 
beauty. In one sense the spirit of in- 
vestigation ought to lead men to a higher 
and deeper reverence of God. He can be 
truly honored only in the degree in which 
He is truly known. But the tendency in 
man’s heart is usually the reverse. ‘‘Fa- 
miliarity breeds contempt.’’ While it is 
true that the scientific spirit of the age 
has disclosed much concerning God and 
man and the universe, which is of incaleuia- 
ble value, it has at the same time helped 
to destroy that devout and reverent atti- 
tude which man ought to have towards 
God. 

The second thing that militates against 
the spirit of reverence is the spirit of 
democracy. This may sound very strange, 
for it is this very thing for which our 
boys have been fighting and which we are 
cherishing so highly these days. But the 
spirit of democracy has served to put 
everything more or less on a common level, 
and consequently, the distance between 
God and man which formerly engendered 
the feeling of reverence, has been some- 
what removed. God is no longer regarded 


as a Being afar off. He is nigh and is one 


among us. That holy dread and awful 


fear of a great, mighty Being, sitting on 


His throne in the heavens has departed. 


gained by this new conception and feel 


ing, but nevertheless it has robbed the | 


soul of much of the reverence which ex- 
isted in former generations. 
said, however, that our very idea of rever- 
ence has changed with our changing con- 
ception of God. Formerly it bordered on 
superstition and was an attitude of fear 
and dread. Man was afraid of God. He 
trembled in the very presence of Jehovah. 
All that has changed. We are not afraid 
of God, no more than a ehild is afraid of 
its father. But we have 
spect for God. We have 
Him that draws us t 
that repells us from H 
Now, worship i 
recognition of Soe in ovr 
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 Lord’s Coming 


the spirit as sleep renews the body. Our 
spiritual energies become depleted; they 
need constant renewal. It is in worship 
that we revitalize the centers of our spir- 
itual life. In our age we are prone to lay 
almost’ exclusive emphasis upon service— 
the practical in the Christian life, and we 
are inclined to minimize the value of 
services and the matter of public worship. 
_ This is a serious less. Our souls were made 
' for-God and they are restless until they 
rest in Him. We need prayer-pauses in 


practice of life. In worship we get the 
proper point of view. The man lost in 
the woods climbs the highest tree that 
- from it he may see his course, where he 
came from, where he is, where he should 
go. So in worship we look at life from 
the highest viewpoint. It helps us to 
locate ourselves anew. 
Worship should be public as well as 
private. There is distinct value in people 
coming together for public prayer and 
_ praise. We have here the idea of fellow- 
_ ship, the communion of saints, spirit blends 
‘with spirit, soul kindles soul, and the wor- 
‘shipper mounts to loftier heights when he 
enjoys such union of spirit and of purpose. 


es There are many forces at work to- day 


worship. One of the principal factors 
_ tha at is bringing this about is the industrial 


al crop, ater and spring wheat, in 
nd numbers about one billion bushels. 
chief cause for the enormous acreage 
e Government guarantee of $2.26 a 
Faas purpose of the guarantee was 


D Eicintion. to about 600,000,000 bushels. 
s will leave about 400 million bushels 
xport. 
at the Government will continue its 
antee in future years hardly seems 
bable. Owing to the extraordinary food 
ee of the world it was quite in 
e this year to fix a minimum price for 
nat a necessary staple as wheat, but in 
ordinary times this commodity, ‘like all 
oe others, should take its chances and find 
its natural level of prices. The rise and 
bject to the supply and demand, and 
will be if understood by monopoly. 
f the average price of wheat during the 
ming year should fall much .below $2. 26, 
Government will be obliged to make 
e difference; but it is hardly probable 
h will be the case. 
vernment will lose nothing by 


reasons it would be unwise 
ment to continue its guar- 
‘ice of wheat. 
roducers of other com- 
pores to take their 


our life in order to gird for us the proper. 


_ thing else. 


| of the price of any commodity should — 


It is possible . 


It would be — 


movement of the world. Materialism 
among many is playing havoe with the 
spiritual conceptions of life, and God be- 
comes more and more remote from the 
people’s consciousness. Long .hours of 
labor, poor housing conditions, industrial 
fatigue and many other unfavorable condi- 
tions which the industrial system has pro- 
duced, are reacting upon the soul and are 
taking people away from the public wor- 
ship of the sanctuary. When once the 
habit of worship is broken, as is the case 
among millions to-day, it is very difficult 
to restore the same, 


While the industrial system is depriving 
many of the common people from public 
worship, the-rich, on the other hand, 
scarcely feel the need of it. They are en- 
joying pleasures and comforts of this life 
and they scarcely feel the need of God 
and of holding communion with Him. It 
is a great loss when the sanctuary is 
neglected. The Apostle writes: ‘‘Forsake 


not the assembling of yourselves together. 


as is the manner of some.’’ Jesus set the 
great example in this as well as in other 
matters. He went to Church regularly. He 
never outgrew nor outlived that spiritual 
demand upon His life. He had the proper 
reverence towards His Father in Heaven. 
He taught men how to live, how to work 
and how to worship. Let us learn this 
lesson anew from our Master. 
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chances of a rising and falling market; 
and moreover, a guaranteed high price for 
wheat tends to keep up the price of every- 
In fact there is little hope of 
a reduction of the high cost of living until 
the Government takes its hands off and 
permits all commodities to find their natu- 
ral level according to the laws of supply 
and demand. 


The Austro-Hungarian Treaty — The 
Peace Treaty handed the German delegates 
on May 7 will be duplicated this week by 
a similar one handed to the Austro-Hun- 
garian delegates. Hard as the German 
treaty is, the Austrian treaty will be far 
more revolutionary. It will simply tear 
to pieces the dual empire and put an end 
to its existence. 


Since far back in the Middle Ages Aus- 
tria was one of the proudest countries on 
the earth. The seat of the Hapsburg dyn- 
asty, it originally included Switzerland and 
but little more than a half century ago 
it had control of a large portion of Italy. 
For ages Austria was a part of Germany 
and was the dominant German state. . At 
length Prussia grew into a great power 
and under the leadership of Bismarck in 
a short war in 1866, Austria was defeated 
and cast out of the German union. Austria 
proper is German speaking; but the dual 
empire, bound together by the Hapsburgs 
after the war of 1866, was a land of many 
languages. These various parts will now 
be resolved into their original elements. 
A few of the main provisions of the treaty 
they are now expected to sign are as fol- 
lows: 


All their war ships except a nominal 
number must be given up to the Allies. 
Austria will be reduced to its original 
bounds, what is now known as German 
Austria, Banat and Temasvar will be 
awarded to Jugo‘Slavia. In the Hungarian 
treaty a large part of Transylvania will 
go to Rumania. Tyrol will become Italian. 


_ Regardless of the outcome of the dispute, 
Austria and uegery will be given access 
Fine a 
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The Austrian and Hungarian armies will 
be reduced to mere police forces. They 
must be maintained on:a volunteer basis, 


in the form of 
the railways and docks 


as conscription will be abolished. All mu- 
nitions and artillery will be surrendered, 
including any remaining big siege guns. 
Hungary will be required to reduce her 


fortifications on the Roumanian frontier. 

The Victory Loan—The windup of the 
Victory Loan on Saturday, May 10, showed 
a great over-subscription, possibly of a 
billion and a half dollars. Whether the 
Treasury Department will turn back the 
surplus or decide to retain it is yet to 
be decided. 

The Peace Treaty—At this writing the 
German delegates are wrestling over the 
Peace Treaty at Versailles. The German 
press and public, with remarkable unan- 
imity, condemn the treaty and declare that 
it is but little short of suicide for Germany 
to accept it. The German Chancellor has 
come out with a bitter speech condemning 
the treaty and declaring that Germany 
cannot sign it. 

Equal Pay Bill Lost—Mayor Hylan of 
New York City has vetoed a bill provid- 
ing for the same pay for women teachers 
as for men teachers in the schools of the 
city. The bill if passed would have added 
ten million dollars or more to the tax dupli- 
cate and the Mayor declares that the city 
cannot afford it. 

The National Guard—Secretary of War 
Baker has expressed himself as in favor 
of re-establishing the old National Guard. 
He favors rebuilding it so as to permit the 
various states to preserve the same units 
as were organized for war service in 1917. 
It seems to be implied in Mr. Baker’s 
statement that he is not in favor of uni- 
versal military training. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


KAWNEER STORE FRONTS 


J. M. Kase & Co. 
Art Stained Glass Cc iS A S ag 


For Churches and 
wellings. 

Eighth and Court Sts. 

READING, PA. 


Beveled Plate in 
Copper and Zinc. 


MIRRORS 


A. A. RITCHER 


ARCHITECT 
READING, PA. 
Churches designed in all parts of the country 


References :—Salem. Allentown; Grace Memorial, 
Washington, D. C.; Calvary, Reading; Memorial 


Reformed, York, Pa. 


MOLLER PIPE ORGANS 
In twenty-six hundred Churches. The 
highest grade instruments. Gold Medals 
and Diplomas at six International Exposi- 
tions. Every part made in our own factory 


_and fully guaranteed. Catalogs, specifica- 


tions and estimates on request. 
M. P. MOLLER, - HAGERSTOWN, MD. 


McShane Bell Foundry Co. 
BALTIMORE, MD. 
CHURCH, CHIME and PEAL 


BELLS  tsrccait 
Ny aE CHURCH BELLS 


Carry their message a’far and 
bring to church those who might 
Nae The sweet beauty of their 
tone is irresistable. Bells made by the 
Blymyer Process are better, more durable, 
clearer, sweeter, and they cost no more. 
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The Cincinnati Bell Foundry Co., Dept. B-65 Cincinnati, 0. 


H REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


May 22, 1919, 


Mr. Root on Railroad Rates—Former 
Secretary of State Elihu Root, in a letter 
to the Missouri Banker’s Association, ad- 
vocates the return of the railroads to pri- 
vate control, but declares that all surplus 
earnings above a reasonable profit should 
be taken by the Government and used to 
promote the public interest in transporta- 
tion, but he opposes a Government guaran- 
tee of a minimum income from the rail- 
roads. 

Strike of the Garment Workers—Fifty 
thousand coat and suit makers in New 
York went on strike last week demanding 
a 44-hour week and a minimum wage of 
$35.00 a week. The strikers belong to the 
International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 
Union. 

Senator Cummings’ Election—The Re- 
publican Progressives of the United States 
Senate have elected Senator Cummings of 
Iowa as President of the Senate. Senator 
Lodge of Massachusetts has been chosen 
Chairman of the Republican Conference, 
which carries with it the position of 


Majority Leader of the Senate. It is 
expected that the Progressives, led by 
Senator Borah, of Idaho, will make a fight 
against the choosing of Senator Penrose 
as Chairman of the Finance Committee. 

More Work for the Peace Conference— 
Among the great questions yet to be de- 
cided by the Peace Conference are fixing 
the boundaries of Poland and of Hungary, 
to decide the dispute between the Italians 
and Slavs with reference to the eastern 
coast of the Adriatic, also between the 
Italians and Greeks, to decide whether 
Bohemia and Armenia shall be independent 
countries, and to decide what shall be done 
with Turkey in Europe and Constantinople. 
Never in the history of the world have so 
many grave questions come up for solution 
as those which confronted and still con- 
front the Peace Conference at Paris. 

Large Steel Order—The Navy Depart- 
ment has ordered 14,000 tons of steel from 
the Carnegie Steel Co., for the purpose of 
beginning the construction of four battle- 
ships authorized by Congress. 


[Send Communications to Mrs. E. W. Lentz, Bangor, Pa.] 


Important Announcement 


The 28th annual meeting-of the W. M. 8S. 
of Westmoreland Classis will convene in 
St. Paul’s Church, Derry, Pa., on Ascen- 
sion Day, May 29, 1919. Morning session 
at 9.15 o’clock. Delegates west of Derry 
may make use of train No. 8, arriving at 
Derry 8.57 A. M., east of Derry, train No. 
681, Blairsville Int. 8.25 A. M. Delegates 
will please carry lunch. 


Annual Classical Meetings 


Lebanon Classis—On Saturday, April 26, 
the W. M. S. Lebanon Classis convened in 
annual session at Sinking Springs, Pa. The 
attendance was representative and the 
reports encouraging. The budget was paid 
in full and many new subscribers’ added 
to the ‘‘Outlook of Missions.’? On account 
of the protracted influenza epidemic the 
‘*TInerease Membership Campaign’’ will be 
continued during the summer months. Most 
of the Mission Study Classes reported us- 
ing the text- book, ‘‘Women Workers of 
the Orient.’’? At the evening session, Rev. 
Kriete brought an inspiring message from 
the foreign field. 


Clarion Classis—The 25th annual meet- 
ing of the W. M.S. of Clarion. Classis was 
held in St. Peter’s ‘Church, Punxsutawney, 
Pa., April 16 and 17, 1919. The conven- 
tion opened with the Holy Communion, ad- 
ministered by the pastor, Rev. E. M. Deit- 
rich. The address of welcome was given 
by Mrs. Esther Cable, of Punxsutawney. 
The response was given by Mrs. G. B. Fen- 
inger, of Mayport, Pa. 

Three sessions were held on Thursday. 
Rev. W. H. Cogley was presented to the 
convention and gave some pointed sugges- 
tions regarding the work of the W. M. 8. 
The reports of the various secretaries and 
officers were full of interest. 

The address at the evening session was 
given by Rev. Ward Hartman, of China. 


Mr. Hartman displayed many Chinese 
curios, which especially interested the 
children. Rev. E. M. Dietrich and Mrs. 


Jacob Duebler sang solos. The next an- 
nual meeting will be held in St. Paul’s 
Church, Beaver Charge, Rey. I. G. Snyder, 
pastor. 


The annual meeting of the Missionary 
Societies of Lancaster Classis met in St. 
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John’s Church, Fourth and Maclay streets, 
Harrisburg, Pa., April 30, 1919. The Pres- 
ident, Mrs. Paul A. Kunkel, presided. The 
meeting was opened with Scripture reading 
and prayer, followed by an address of wel- 
come by the Rev. C. H. Ranck, to which 
Mrs. William C. Schaeffer responded. The 
report of the Executive Committee was 
read by the Secretary and the Treasurer’s 
report was most gratifying, as the 18 so- 
cieties had contributed $2,247.40, and the 
Thank Offering amounted to $470.13, both 
of which were increases over last year. 
After luncheon the meeting was opened 


by prayer, followed by the reading of the — 


various reports. Mrs. E. M. Hartman re- 
ported two life members and Mrs. H. C. 
Stauffer, for years the faithful Treasurer 
of this body, was made a member in me- 
moriam by the women of her own Church, 
St. John’s, of Harrisburg. The chairman 
of Young Women’s Auxiliaries reported 
two Mission Bands and two Women’s Aux- 
iliaries formed beside two new local so- 
cieties adding 41 new members. All the 


societies reported not only increased con- 


tributions, but increased interest of their 
members in the mission work. The dele- 
gates to the annual meeting of Eastern 
Synod, the Mt. Gretna Conference and the 
Conference at Chambersburg all read very 
interesting reports. A letter from Miss 
Mary E. Gerhard was read by her sister, 
after which Mrs. E. M. Hartman made a 
suggestion that Lancaster ‘Classis give an 
expression not only of sympathy and 


prayer, but start a fund for the rebuilding » 


of the North Japan ‘College recently de- 
stroyed by fire. This suggestion was met 
with the approval of all the delegates 
present and a nest egg of $112.27 was 
given, to which all the local societies will 
add a free will offering before June 1, 1919. 
Mrs. E. M. Hartman, of Lancaster, and 
Mrs. F. G. Mock, of Harrisburg, were ap- 
pointed the committee of this ‘‘Fire 
Fund.’’ 


Four local societies attained 100% in the 
Standard of Excellence. Mrs. Hartman pre- 
sented the report of the New Constitution 
Committee. 


The following omen were elected for 


the ensuing year: President, Mrs. Paul A. 


Kunkel; Vice-President, Mrs. Howard R. 
Omwake; Recording Secretary, Mrs. J. H. 
Miller; oo Ree ies ‘Mrs. G. 


Willis Hartman; Statistical Secretary, Mrs. 
Alice Kieffer; Treasurer, Mrs. J. T. Selsam. 
(All loeal societies please note the change 
of Treasurer, Mrs. J. T. Selsam, 402 Broad 
street, Harrisburg, Pa.) Mrs. G. W. Hart- 
man, who efficiently filled the office of 
Treasurer caused by the death of Mrs, 
Stauffer, could not accept the office for this 
year, as she is moving to Philadelphia. We 
will miss her in our Classis and our prayers 
and good wishes go with her. ; 

Mrs. Fred Kelker read the resolution on 
the death of Mrs. Stauffer, which was ac- 
cepted and a motion made to have them 
printed in the ‘‘Messenger’’ and to be 
filed on the minutes. 


Delegates were appointed to Eastern 


Synodical meeting at Schuylkill Haven and 
to the meeting of General Synod to be 
held at Reading, also Miss Ada Mann ap- 3 


pointed a delegate to the Reformed Mis- 
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sionary ‘Conference and Mrs. H. R. Om- 

wake to the Conference at Chambersburg. 

The following women were appointed on 
the Executive Committee: Mrs, William 
C. Schaeffer, Mrs. D. W. Gerhard, Mrs. 
George W. Henzel, Mrs. Charles Gordinier 
and Mrs. Fred Kelker. 

Mrs. Kunkel appointed the following De- 
‘partmental Secretaries: Secretary of Lit- 
erature, Mrs. FP. G. Mock; Secretary of Cor- 
respondence with Missionaries, Mrs. Homer 
S. May; Secretary of Mission Bands, Miss 
Zehring; Secretary of Temperance, Mrs. 
Clarence Kelly; Secretary of Young Wo- 
men’s Auxiliaries, Miss Marion Leib; Sec- 
retary of Thank Offering, Mrs. Rufus Hart- 
man. The Committee on Printing the fold- 
er are: Mrs. H. M. Bassler, Mrs. G. Willis 
Hartman and Mrs, J. T. Selsam. 

Mrs. J. H. Miller then read the minutes 
of the meeting, after which the meeting 
closed with the Doxology and a prayer by 
Mrs. Schaeffer. 

At the close of the afternoon session the 
delegates and guests were given an auto- 

_ mobile ride, returning to the Church to be 
the guests of the women of St. John’s for 
supper. The delegates were most grateful 
to St. John’s for the entertainment given 
_ them, and in this way wish to thank them 
_ for their kind hospitality. 

The evening meeting was most interest- 
ing. The Rev. ©. H. Ranck read the 
- Seripture and offered prayer. 

special musie by the choir of the Church 
and Mrs. Fred Kelker gave a splendid ad- 
dress on Africa. The facts stated could 

only ‘be told by one who had actually seen 
and heard of the needs of our fellow neigh- 
bors, the Africans... The meeting closed 
with the Doxology and the Benediction. 


ey Anniversary of W. M. S. 

The 7th annual anniversary of the W. 
M.S. of Trinity Church, Hellem, Pa., was 
observed on pe eey evening, April 27, "1919. 
~ The Rey. James I. Good, D. D., LiL. Ds 
President of the Board ‘of Foreign Mis- 
‘sions, gave an illustrated address on Japan, 
to a large and appreciative audience. ‘This 
annual event is always anticipated with 
much interest and pleasure, since the So- 
ciety has always been fortunate in secur- 
ing a well- known missionary worker or 
“missionary from the field of our Church 
ra sister Church. During the recruiting 
ampaign four new members were added to 
: roll. All obligations for the current 
ear “were met in full. 


Woman’ s Missionary Society of North 
_-——s« Galina, Classis 


: The 28rd annual convention of the W. 
M. 8. of the North (Carolina Classis con- 
- vened in the First Church, Lexington, N. 
Ps Cc, April 23-24, 1919. About 80 delegates 
and visitors were present and the meeting 
was one of the very best ever held. The 
day sessions were held in the splendid Sun- 
day School building, which was an ideal 
place for the convention,: everything con- 
_ tributing to the comfort and convenience of 
the members. During the meeting, Rev. 
Ward Hartman, returned missionary from 
China, gave several splendid addresses, and 
on Wednesday night exhibited a number 
if Chinese curios gh the mecting US the 


ied as” doflower -¢crThe Task of Our 
naries,’’ ‘‘The Task of the (Church,’’ 
“Peace?” and ‘‘The Task of the 
men. ”? * The last was used as a conse- 
on service led by Mrs. 8. L. Hermon. 
» A. Peeler gave an interesting re- 
the Pot omac Synodical meeting at 
ck, Echoes from the North 
7 dD 
Conference’ 
in Cline. Also a 
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tion and information they received at the 
conference, so this year we are looking 
forward to a larger crowd and greater 
things. The case of the two Japanese or- 
phans first presented by Mrs. Schneder, 
was presented by Miss Ida Hedrick and 
$132 was subscribed for their support by 
individuals. The questions distributed by 
Mrs. L. A. Peeler and discussed at the 
Institute Hour were indeed helpful and 
interesting. The Treasurer’s report was 
unusually interesting, $2,237.25 having 
been sent in in the past nine months. 
Seven new societies were organized and one 
Mission Band. One of the best features 
ofi the sessions was the presence of three 
of the young people of our Classis who 
have been elected to the service as mission-- 
aries in Japan and China, Dr. Leonard 
presented them Thursday afternoon: Ster- 
ling Whitener, who is elected to \China a 
an evangelistic missionary, and Frank 
Fesperman and Miss Maye Fisher ie 
been elected to evangelistic service to 
Japan. The Classis of North ‘Carolina sent 
Rey. Christman as the first Reformed min- 
ister west of the mountains and sent the 
first Protestant minister beyond the Father 
of Waters. Yet we waited till 1919 to have 
any to volunteer and be received and com- 
missioned to go across the waters to carry 
on our work as our representative. It was 
a peculiar joy to all the members present 
to hear these young people from our 
Churches, educated in our Catawba College, 
tell that God had called them to labor 
there as our representatives. The one 
thing that they requested above all things 
was that the people at home remember 
them before the throne of grace and im- 
plore God to use them in telling the people 
in the lands to which they go the saving 
grace of Jesus Christ. We wish to ex- 
press our thanks to the First Lexington 
congregation, the pastor and his wife, the 
choir and soloist, for the splendid enter- 
tainment and the music, the delicious 
dinner and supper served in the basement 
of the Sunday School building, the enjoy- 
able automobile ride over and through ae 
town. The delegates went on their wa 
with a new inspiration and zeal for ie 
Master’s work. 
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NORTH JAPAN COLLEGE NOTES 


In the midst of great inconvenience and 
difficulty the work of the institution has 
now settled down to comparative regular- 
ity. Hvery morning the Middle School stu- 
dents fill the Church to its utmost capacity, 
while the chapel services of the Higher 
Department are going on at the same hour 
in Higher Department chapel. These sexy- 
ices have acquired a new solemnity through 
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school has passed. 

There is much interest in the rebuilding 
of the school, and much of the interest is 
manifesting itself in substantial ways. 

The students are selling picture postal 
cards with all their might. 

Even the janitors and messenger boys 
have made contributions. The janitors get 
15 yen a month as wages. 

A few days ago a poor farmer, who is 
school scavenger and also serves vegetables 
to our dormitories, brought 50 yen as a 
contribution. 

An aged and consecrated pastor whose 
wife is dead and whose children are all 
married and gone, and who cooks for him- 
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self, 
us in our calamity, 
50 yen. 

The teachers and students of our sister 
school, the Miyagi Jo Gakko, showed beau- 


came specially to Sendai to comfort 
and made an offering of 


tiful sympathy by a substantial contribu- 
tion. Another sister school, the Baptist 
Girls’ School, gave us the loan of fifty 


school desks. 

The alumni members of our faculty have 
pledged 2,800 yen, two of-them pledging 
500 yen each. The other Japanese members 
of the faculty raised the total of 3,600 yen. 
These figures spell sacrifice in the truest 
sense of the word. One of these men, a 
doctor of philosophy, on a recent trip to 
Shanghai, traveled third class by train 
and steerage by ship to save something to- 
ward redeeming his pledge, and his chil- 
dren are foregoing the cold lunch they used 
to get daily on their return from school, 
for the same purpose. 

Mrs. Schneder and the ladies of her 
Woman’s Society are planning a big bazaar 
to raise money. 

Through the various agencies at work 
it is likely that altogether about 10,000 
yen are already paid or pledged. In the 
midst of our sorrow we must also be thank- 
ful. We are praying, praying that He may 
use this event for His greater glory, and 
we are beginning to have at least some 
evidence that our prayers are being heard. 
It will be ‘‘a long, long way,’’ but our 
hearts dare not grow faint. 


D. B. Schneder 
Sendai, Japan. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. W. F. More, D. D., Superintendent 
The Old Kitchen 


The old kitchen is the one that was used 
at the time when there was only one build- 
ing at the Orphans’ Home, when all the 
children lived in that building, were fed 
in the old dining room with the food pre- 
pared in the adjoining room now known 
as the old kitchen. 


This room is now used for kitchen pur- 
poses only on Anniversary Day. The rest 
of the year it is a store-room, and just now 
it is full to the limit of things that ought 
to be elsewhere rather than in our old 
kitchen. 


There are two large tables in it and 
these of course could not be spared, but 
on the tables there are empty glass jars, 
as many as ‘there is room for, all cleaned 
and ready to be packed into barrels as 
soon as we can find time to do it. 


Some time ago when I was in the old 
kitchen I saw a good many barrels packed 
‘and ready for shipment. If I mistake not, 
someone told me that there were 35 bar- 
rels awaiting the call of Bethany friends 
who will undertake to fill the jars for use 
by the Bethany family during the winter. 
One barrel has already been sent away, 
and perhaps its jars have already been 
filled. 


Before Anniversary week, beginning 
August 25th, the old kitchen must be 
emptied, which can only be done by re- 
moving the glass jars, and the best place 
for the jars is in the homes of the good 
people who are willing to share their 
abundance weil the Bethany family by 
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filling the jars which now crowd the old 
kitchen, 


Then after Anniversary Day, after our 
guests are departed and everything is 
cleaned up, the old kitchen will begin to 
fill up again, not with empty jars, but with 
barrels of canned fruit, coming from all 
sections of the Church. 


CLASSIS OF NORTH CAROLINA 


This Classis met in 89th annual sessions 
in Corinth Church, Hickory, May 5 to 7. 
Rev. A. 8S. Peeler, Lenoir, was elected 
President; Rev. D. E. Bowers, Winston- 
Salem, Treasurer; Rev. J. 'C. Leonard, Lex- 
ington, continues Stated ‘Clerk after 27 
years of continuous service in this office. 
The next annual meeting will be held in 
the First Church of High Point, May 4, 
1920, at 8 o’clock P. M. 

The Classis licensed four young men, 
graduates of Central Seminary: Frank L. 
Fesperman, Sterling W. Whitener, George 
A. Ingle, Augustus C. Peeler. Student 
Jacob N. Lyerly, a graduate of the same 
institution, was dismissed to Iowa Classis, 
Interior Synod. At an adjourned meeting 
of Classis to be held in Faith Church, 
Salisbury, May 23, students Aaron R. Tosh 
and Samuel H. Troxell, graduates of the 
Kastern Seminary at Lancaster, Pa., will 
be examined and licensed. This is a re- 
markable record for a single Classis to 
give 7 ministers to the Reformed Church 
in one year. Another interesting fact is 
that Licentiates Frank L. Fesperman and 
Sterling W. Whitener were ordained to the 
Gospel ministry, these young men having 
been accepted by the Board of Foreign 
Missions and commissioned for service in 
Japan and China, respectively. This sol- 
emn and impressive service was held on 
Wednesday night. The sermon was preach- 
ed by Rev. James I. Good, D. D., President 
of the Board, and the ordination service 


was conducted by Rey. J. 'C. Leonard, D. 


D., of the Classis. 

Licentiate George A. Ingle was dismiss- 
ed to Iowa (Classis and Licentiate A. C. 
Peeler to Virginia Classis. Messrs. Tosh 
and Troxell have accepted calls to the 
Bear, Creek and Rockwell charges in this 
Classis. Licentiate J. Wade Huffman was 
received from Virginia Classis, and he 
will become pastor of Bethel Church, High 
Point, the Sunday School’ Mission of the 
Classis. 

It was a great pleasure to this Southern 
Classis to have in its midst Dr. Good and 
Rey. J. G. Rupp in the interest of the 
Foreign Mission Board. They were given 
a hearty welcome, and their messages were 
most warmly received. Dr. A. D. Wolfinger, 
President of Catawba College, and Rev. W. 
B. Werner, Superintendent of Nazareth 
Orphans’ Home, each cheered the hearts 
of the ministers and elders as they told 
the story of the year’s work in these insti- 
tutions so dear to the hearts of our people. 
Both have had a successful year’s work, 
and both look hopefully to the future. 

The following were elected delegates to 
the General Synod: Revs. A. D. Wolfinger, 
D. D., J. C. Leonard, D. D., W. W. Rowe, 
A. 8. Peoler, Tu. A. Peeler, Elders A. T. 
Delap, J. M. Holshouser, J. T. Plott, Edgar 
Whitener, C. 'C. Bost. 

Statistics: 6,267 connie 4,620 
communed, 1,992 unconfirmed, 224 infants 
baptized, 166 adults baptized, 333 confirm- 
ed, 212 by certificate, 33 renewals, 183 dis- 
missed, 174 erased, 78 deaths, 16 deaths un- 
confirmed, 630 officers and teachers in Sun- 
day School, 6,717 scholars, 584 members 
Vines ss 10 students for ministry, $3,552 
for Home Missions, $3,012 for Foreign Mis- 
sions, $2,321 for education, $8,530 for other 
benevolence, 
punposes. 


@ HBNRY H. ‘APPLE, DAD; LL. D., Epes, 
‘ cs 


' taken in each 


$58,451 for congregational 
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Educational Column 


a) 
Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institutions 
of the Reformed Church. It is conducted by the ‘ 
three (English) Eastern Synods. The Professo 4 
members of the Board of Visitors and members o} Par 
the Board of Trustees are elected by the Synods. ee 
It provides a course of three years. It has a 
faculty of eight Professors and Instructors. It also ¥ 
offers a post-graduate course of two years, leading 7 


o the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. ‘Tuition is 
ree. : 
For catalogue or information agree the ¢ Preneee ean 
REV. JOHN C. BOWMA me 
lea Pon 
Central Theological Seminary of the = 


Reformed Church, Dayton, Ohio ~ 


Union of Heidelberg and Ursinus ye each £ 
Seminaries. Eight Professors, including the Teacher 
of Elocution. Presents: (1) Undergraduate; (2) 
Special and Partial, and (3) Graduate Courses of © 
Study. Tuition free. 
For further information address, 

HENRY J. CHRISTMAN, President, Dayton, 0. _ 
2S 


Franklin and Marshall College = 
z Lancaster, Pa. «i 
Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and Sciences ys 
Campus of fifty-four acres with ten buildi nh 
cluding thoroughly equipped Science 
Library, Observatory, Gymnasium and 
Athletic Field. ty 
, .THRM OPENS SEPTEMBER 24. 
For Catalogue address a 


, 


_ 
‘SUMMER SESSION ~ 
URSINUS COLLEGE, JUNE 28-AUG. 1 
College courses and preparatory work und 
regular professors. Full credit every wher a. 
Every comfort. Vastly superior to crowde ; 
universities in hot cities. hk 


Founded 1851. 
section of North Carolina. 
Open to both sexes. Experienced faculty, 
ough training. Careful supervision. Lowest, rates 
consistent with first class accommodations. Th 
courses with special Departments. 
scholarships for Heguinres students. 
address D. WOLFINGER, Presiden 


Lancaster, Pa. 
A College Preparatory School for Boy 


Excellent advantages at moderate cosi 
About 900 Academy boys entered so 
colleges in the last 20 years. 
Send for illustrated catalogue. ' 
EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M., Principal. 


— 


The Mercersburg Academy 


Thorough instruction; college preparatory ° v 
being especially successful. Personal interest | 
boy, the aim being to inspire 
every pupil the lofty ideals of thorough sc 
ship, broad attainments, sound jndpaienel 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and fur’ 
information, address 
WILLIAM MANN TRYIN Ph? D:, President, 

Mercersburg, 


VircinrA, Woodstock 
The Massanutten Academy fi.c¢ ho me 


traditions of the Old Dominion. Healthful loca- 
tion, beautiful Shenandoah Valley and m tain 
scenery. Prepares for college and business; s 
did musical course; athletics; fine esprit de 

Easily accessible. Limited to 100 boys. $3 50. 
dress Howarp J. Bencuorr, A. M., He 


HOOD COLLEGE 
For YOUNG WOMEN | 
Frederick, Maryland 
Standard A.B. and’ B.S. courses. 
Art, Expression and Home Economi ; 
course in Pedagogy. Separate ee 
certificate relations. New buildin 
suburban site. Our own gar 
logue and booklet of views on spolioation 


JOS. H. APPLE, LLD., 


“Cedar Crest” _ 
THE COLLEGE oe ea 


Allentown, 


May 22, 1919. | REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER jl 23 


ANNUAL MEETING OF GERMAN 
MARYLAND CLASSIS 


Our Classis met at Zion Reformed 
Church, Baltimore, on May 6th and 7th, 
1919. This congregation celebrated at the 
same time its 45th anniversary. At the 
opening on Tuesday night, Rev. J. 8S. Koso- 
wer, the retiring President, spoke, as also 
Rev. Robert M. Stahl, of the First Re- 
formed Church, and Rev. McDowell, of the 
Lutheran -Chureh, who brought greetings 
to the celebrating congregation. Wednes- 
day night there were excellent addresses 
by Rev. J. G. Rupp, of our Foreign Mis- 
sion Board; Rey. Locher, of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, and by Rev. 
Dr. Way, of the Reformed Episcopal 
Church. According to our custom, the pas- 
tor of the local Church, Rev. John Som- 
merlatte, was to be President of Classis. 
As we did not wish to miss him as our 
efficient Stated Clerk, however, we all 
united in electing Elder Charles Zies, of Im- 
manuel Reformed Church, as President of 
Classis. Rev. James Buehrer is Cor- 
responding Secretary, and Elder C. Zies 
also remains Treasurer. This elder presid- 
ed at all meetings in a dignified, able and 
courteous manner. All parochial reports 
were favorable, in spite of the turmoil of 
war and an epidemic in the past Classical 
year. Most of our ‘Churches have pro- 
: gressed considerably in gifts for Missions 

‘ and benevolence. An elder of the First 
Z Church, in Washington, D. C., gave an in- 
— teresting account of the re-location of their 
Church edifice, the difficulties and the suc- 
cessful completion. Two Baltimore 
Churches are also planning to re-locate as 
soon as convenient, namely, Zion’s, Rev. J. 
Sommerlatte, and Immanuel’s, Rey. J. S. 
Kosower. All business of this Classis was 
transacted in a harmonious and kindly 
spirt, as we passed resolutions in regard 
to Missions, Church Erection Fund, Mis- 
sion House, Publications, Orphanage, Re- 
lief Fund, Harbor Mission, etc. Our dele- 
gate to General Synod, the Rev. J. 8. 
Kosower, gave us a very interesting and 
inspiring account of the proceedings at 
Altoona, Pa. Gratitude was expressed to 
the local pastor and to Zion congregation 
for their kind hospitality. 


Paul H. Schnatz 


A LETTER FROM CHINA 
Shenchow, Hunan, China. 
‘Dear Reformed Friends at Home: 


The Shenchow Girls’ School, having had 
some rather unusual hindrances in getting 
a started this year, but now at last having 
‘been in full swing for over six weeks, I 
thought you might like to know something 


about ~opening days, what transpired 
b previous to them, and what has been ac- 
oe complished since. 

a As some of you may know, Miss Messi- 
ir mer, Miss Weil and myself did not arrive 


in Shenchow until December 10, 1918, Miss 
Messimer being detained at Yochow on 
- account of illness, and Miss Weil and my- 
self being detained at the same place be- 
i cause of the Chinese General at Changteh 
r refusing to allow new-comers to go any 
_ farther interior than that city. 

It being so near to our own holiday sea- 
son and to the Chinese New Year, which is 
always attended by several weeks of cele- 
‘ation, it was deemed best, both by for- 
gners and Chinese, not to open school 
until February 5th, when the greater part 

of the festivities sould be over and the 

rls would be more willing and ready for 
ous work. Even so, we could not an- 
te a great rush of students until 
the 15th of the month, on which day 
ne Feast of the Lanterns is celebrated 
2 | the conclusion of all New Year 
. Accordingly, we were very much 

OTE sueecpenng ae to receive 


20 girls into the boarding school and 12 
into the day school. Previous to this, how- 
ever, the list of students on our register 
told us that everything would be filled up 
long before the 15th, and not in contrast to 
expectations, it was only a few days until 
we were turning students away. Since 
that, some girls have been so anxious to 
enter our school that they have offered 
not only to furnish their own bedding, but 
in addition to this, to sleep on hard, spring- 
less, wooden beds very much unlike the 
more comfortable iron beds which the other 
students have, Six of such wooden beds 
were ordered and squeezed into the dormi- 
tory, so that now the school is filled to 
overflowing both in the sleeping quarters 
and in the class rooms. At present we 
have 52 boarding school students and 25 
day school pupils. Of this number there 
are 33 who have never attended our school 
before. The day school is also suffering 
from lack of class room, there being not 
one corner in which to place one additional 
desk. I might say, too, in passing, that 
of the 52 students in ‘the boarding school, 
only six are receiving outside financial aid. 
All pupils are required to pay $1 per 
month tuition and to furnish their own 
books and materials. The tuition, how- 
ever, does not nearly cover ‘the expense of 
keeping the students, 

In spite of the inconveniences of the late 
start and the fact that no credit is being 
given for this half year’s work—all stu- 
dents being required to take this year’s 
work over again next year—there seems 
to be not the slightest lack of enthusiasm 
on the part of the girls. We have com- 
pletely rearranged our curriculum to meet 
the requirements of the Hunan Christian 
Educational Association and are trying to 
be as up-to-date as possible Our Chinese 
teaching staff was augmented by one teach- 
er this year and now consists of six mem- 
bers. » 

While there are many things in the way 
of equipment, ete., that we could use to a 
great advantage, yet our crying need at 
present, as it has been for a number of 
years, is just the one that is expressed in 
the excuse which we give day after day 
to disappointed Chinese girls when they 
beg to be taken in, namely, ‘‘I am sorry, 
but there is NO ROOM.’’ My, what op- 
portunities would be ours if only the space 
which we have were covered, enclosed and 
equipped! But until our dreams come true, 
we plan to make the fullest use of what 
we have, and thus to add our ‘‘bit’’ to 
the eventual complete education and 
evangelization of the whole womanhood of 
China. 

Yours for a great Shenchow Girls’ 
School, 

Esther I. Sellemeyer 
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Book Reviews 


By an Unknown Disciple. 
net. 
York. 


This is a most fascinating, suggestive 
and helpful presentation of the Gospel 
message. In reading it, one feels that the 
writer really traveled with Jesus. It is a 
unique setting forth of the life story of 
Jesus, a blending of the four Gospels into 
one, and in that sense may be thought of 
as a harmony of ‘the Gospels. The lan- 
guage is simple, clear and forceful. It is 
so realistic that the characters seem to 
live. 

The unknown disciple makes it appear 
that he journeyed with Jesus, and the book 
records the conversations which he, the 
other disciples and the people held with 
Jesus. It is all exceedingly well done. 
One’s attention is gripped while reading 


246 pages. $1.50 
George H. Doran Company, New 


Established 1865 


Reliable Clothing 


Reasonable Prices 


The clothing knewledge and experience 
of generations applied to the problem of 
HOLDING DOWN COST AND HOLDING 
UP VALUES. . 

Manufacturers and retailers of ready-to- 
wear Suits and Overcoats. 


Custom Tailoring 
Men's Furnishings 


LEINBACH & BRO. 
Cor. 8th and Penn Sts., READING, PA. 


Peptiron 


A Real Iron Tonic 


Puts into ths blood, giving 


nerve strength and endurance, re- 
stores‘appetite, aids digestion, pro- 
motes sweet, refreshing sleep. 


Made by OC. I. HOOD CO., 


Soldiers Soothe 
iSkin Troubles 


= with anes 


} are /Ojntment, Taleum 25c. each. 


iron 


Lowell, Mass. 


Wren 


WHOOPING COUGH 


PROMPTLY ano SAFELY RELIEVED BY 
ROCHE’ HERBAL EMBROCATION 
ALSO IN 


BRONCHITIS, LUMBAGO, RHEUMATISM 


W.EDWARDS x SON ALL DRUGGISTS OR 
LONDON, ENGLAND, E.FOUGERA&CO. 


90-92 BEEKMAN ST. NY.C, 


TonicuHl 


Tomorrow Alright 
NR Tablets stop sick headaches, 


relieve bilious attacks, tone and 
regulate the eliminative organs, 
make you feel fine. 


“*Better Than Pills For Liver Ills’’ | 


VOGT’S 


LIBERTY BRAND 


HAMS 


Deliciously TENDER, SWEET, JUICY 


For Sale at Your Provisioner’s 


Sse nnennSnnnnenenentgnensenssessnsesesneneeee==te teeter till 
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the book, and when the last page is reached 
he feels that he read something worth 
while. This book should have a wide 
circulation, for it has a living message, the 
message of the Gospels themselves. 


F.0. 8. 


Man’s Needs and Their Supplies. By Rob- 
ert Weidensall. Association Press. $1.50 
net. 

There is here a flavor of sweetness and 
ripeness which might be expected from an 
honest worker in the Y. M. C, A. for half 
a century. It is composed of select pass- 
ages of the Bible, which describe the whole 
life of the Christian. Sin can be van- 
quished ‘by the grace of God. Man though 
fallen, still ever seeks to reach the goal 
originally prepared for him. Though hosts 
of evil forces marshall themselves against 
him, his Lord is mightier than them all. 
The ripened experience of the busy teacher 
shines out from every stage of growth. 
The book has been revised, so that there 
is a level of experience and knowledge that 
is maintained till the last page. In spirit 
it is as sweet as the swan song of Simeon. 
His eyes had seen the salvation of God. 
His experience: of the presence of God is 
next to the inspiration of the writers of 
the Bible. He never forgot the character 
of the audiences to whom he ministered, 
so his book will be a treasure to young men 
and laymen who desire to cultivate the 
devotional life. May his hope that this 
shall be the greatest service to the world 
that he can render be more than realized. 


The Romance of the Red Triangle. By Sir 
Arthur K. Yapp, K. B. E. George H. 
Doran Co. $1.00 net. 


This romance of the Y. M. C. A., so 


vividly portrayed by this knighted friend 
of the workers and soldiers, comes miracu- 
lously at a time when the tempest in the 
teapot has broken over us, about the fail- 
ure of the Association to meet the demands 
made upon it. Though the testimony comes 
like a chorus praising the sympathy, help 
and stimulus given when the tides of bat- 
tle were holding the forces of the Allied 
Nations stubbornly from an advance, yet 
a disgruntled soldier here and there caused 
many of the friends to weaken in their 
loyalty. Many of the royal givers to the 
funds for the Y. M. C. A. began to feel 
that they had been deceived. The reading 
of this comprehensive description of the 
sweep and purpose of workers who pre- 
sented the same manly and courageous 
front as those who went into the trenches 
or over the top, will be one of the ever- 
lasting apologetics to the power of the 
teachings and ideals of the Man of Naza- 
reth. In proportion to their numbers, 
there was a greater sacrifice of life, and a 
larger contingent of wounded than among 
the regular fighters. To the returned sol- 
diers and to the homes which has a star, 
whether white or golden, in the home win- 
dow, the reading of this book will be a 
reminder and a revelation. 


What Calvinism Has Done for America. 
By John Clover Monsma. Rand, Mc- 
Nally & Co., Chicago. 


This book is an attempt to describe the 
influence of ‘Calvin and Calvinism on Amer- 
ica. It consists of five chapters, ‘‘Calvin- 
ism in Old England, ‘‘Calvin and English 
Reformatory Movements,’’ ‘‘The Men of 
the Mayflower,’’ ‘‘The Puritan Migra- 
tion,’’? ‘*The Nation Builders at Work in 
Chureh Life Politics, Social Life and 
Education.’’ 

Anything about Calvin is interesting and 
important—interesting because he was one 
of the founders of our Reformed ‘Church, 
to whom we owe so much; important, espe- 
cially in this age, when there is a tendency 
to belittle and even earicature Calvin and 
the Calvinism which ‘grew out of his teach- 


ings. For Calvin’s views, whether in doc- 
trine or Church government or in polities, 
were epoch making, The book is well con- 
ceived and the plan well carried out. The 


. writer has evidently read widely in the 


preparation of the work. We might be 
tempted to criticize the narrow scope of 
his work, in that he seems to make all the 
influence of ‘Calvinism come down to us 
through New England. That is the favorite 
but often false boast of the Yankees. Rev. 
Dr. Burrell used to say, ‘‘The Pilgrims 
brought their trumpets with them in the 
Mayflower, but the rest of us (Dutch, Ger- 
man, etc.) did not, for we have not herald- 
ed our influence as they have.’’ But as 
this book is marked Volume I, we suppose 
the author expects to publish another vol- 
ume, giving other sources of the influence 
of ‘Calvinism on America, as through the 
Dutch, Scotch-Irish, Germans, ete. Some 
slight errors have crept in, as on page 42, 
he seems to make Laseo to be in London 
in 1563, when Lasco was in Poland. He 
also seems to be ignorant of the fact that 
the Reformation in Great Britain was not 
wholly in agreement with Calvin. The 
truth is that Bullinger exerted there the 
greatest influence of any of the Continental 
Reformers at first and for a long time, 
even after Calvin’s influence became pre- 
dominant, later. For Bullinger was a post- 
redeptionist as Calvin was not. And Bul- 
linger’s views continued to infiuence Eng- 
land even down to the Synod of Dort, 
where the British delegates were post- 
redemptionists. The author also makes a 
verbal error in English, in using the word 
‘Dordrecht’? for Dort, on pages 49, 60 
and 73. We commend the book as an able 
study of an important subject, one in which 
our ministers and members will find valu- 
able help. 


James I. Good 


Dictionary of the Apostolic Church. 
Edited by James Hastings, D. D. Pub- 
lished by Seribners. Vol. II, $6.00. 


This closes that monumental series of 
dictionaries beginning with the ‘‘ Diction- 
ary of the Bible’’ and ending with the 
‘‘Dictionary of the Apostolic Church.’’ 
The ‘‘Dictionary of Christ and His Disci- 
ples’’ and the ‘‘ Dictionary of the Apostolic 
Church’’ are something new in English 
theology. The whole is absolutely essential 
for every student and preacher, and to that 
vast and increasing number of intelligent 
laymen who want to be abreast with the 
best in theological thought. Ameriea is 
represented by Beckwith and Zenos, of the 
Chicago Theological Seminary; Kirsop, of 
Harvard University; Robertson, of the 
Southern Theological Seminary; Vos and 
Warfield, of the Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary. It would seem that the different 
articles had been assigned to specialists, 
and that there were represented among 
these men of different shades of opinion. 
However, there is a preponderance of those 
who would be designated as conservative. 
In this respect there is a difference between 
the last and first series of Dictionaries. In 
these last two volumes we have the very 
best that English scholarship can do to- 
wards interpreting the Book of the Acts 
and the Epistles. Tt discusses the life, 
doctrines, work and eonsequences of the 
missionary operations of the early ‘Church. 
The article on the Resurrection of ‘Christ 
occupies thirty pages. It is a treatise dis- 
cussing it from every standpoint. It is 
written by Prof. J. M. Shaw, Professor of 
Homiletics and Church History in the Pres- 
byterian College, Halifax, N. S. He con- 
cludes the magnificent article with a quota- 
tion from Westcott, which meets with his 
approval: ‘‘There is no single historic inci- 
dent better or more variously supported 
than the resurrection of ‘Christ. The arti- 


ele on Paul is written by Prof. Stalker, — 


whose name and scholarship so well known 


May 22, 1919, 


Pew: 


gives the reader a promise what may be — 
expected by the student who will pursue — 
the study of the twenty pages. It will be — 
a generation before anything so satis- — 
factory will issue from an English or from — 
any other press. 


The Unknown Wrestler. By H. A. Cody. 
George H. Doran ‘Co, $1.50 net. >. 


fashionable ‘Church, becomes restless be- — 

cause ithere is such indifference about the 
submerged tenth. To the dismay of the 
comfortable rich, he throws himself into 
a work among this neglected people. His 
removal is demanded, and soon anoth 
parish is committed to his care. Here 
there is a rich man who runs the whole 
affair, and the Church is about disbanded. 
Before entering upon the work the young 
man determines that he will explore the 
field, under an assumed name. He finds — 
that the only way by which the work ea 
be carried forward is to arouse the peop 
and break the one-man rule that has t 
far hindered the progress of the Ch 
By a rapid succession of tragie scen 
uses both muscle and mind with a sp 
ling of religion, and revolutionizes 
field, and then makes himself known as 
new rector. He falls into love with 


the work. Things right themselves, 
the outlook becomes promising, when ~ 
war breaks out and he becomes a 
and goes to the front. Though i 
interesting, yet there is nothing that 
in the least leave behind a taste that mi; 
be detrimental to good manners. Tt is 
bust and stimulating reading and dese: 
a wide circulation. It will be a fav 
with boys possessed with the idea of 
ism. : 


ori 


_ Obituary : 


ELDER JACOB MEREDITH C 


After a long, useful and Chris’ 
Elder Jacob Meredith Crull entere 
rest March 28th, 1919, aged 83 ye 
months, 7 days. He was born at 
berry, York County, Pa., Decemb 
1835. He was a resident of Harr 
since 1854 and enjoyed the confiden 
respect of all for whom he work 
was diligent and faithful to his emp 
He was by term of office as well as 
the oldest member of this body at the 
of his decease. Here he was held in 
esteem for his gentle character, his 
attention to public worship and the 
of his position, first as deacon, and s 
quently as elder. After a short il 
which his vigorous constitution resist 
first so as to give hopes of his reco 
he fell asleep and is at rest. His 
faith saved him from any serious am: 
in illness, and he died as he lived, t 
in God and his Saviour. : 
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